
  

PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 
September 4, 2012 
 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Planning Commission was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:30 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Richard Meier, Chairman, Donald Siegfried, Vice-Chairman, Frank Karoly, 
Cathy Kratzer, and David River. Also in attendance was Jill Smith, PE, Hanover Engineering.   
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Doug Kramer, Applied Surveying Technologies – Krock Subdivision 
Arlan Krock – Krock Subdivision 
Steve Frederick – Frederick Subdivision 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Meier called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the May, 2012 meetings were presented. A motion was made by Cathy Kratzer 
and seconded by Frank Karoly to approve the minutes as presented. All in favor. 
 
 
ENGINEER'S REPORT 
The Engineer's Reports for the August, 2012 Board of Supervisors Meetings were read: 
 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of August 14, 2012: 
 

1. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor and Engineer to prepare a 
Plan and associated Resolution for a revised Act 537 Plan proposing the continued utilization of on-lot septic 
systems as the Township’s Official Plan. The Board specified that the Plan should be prepared based on 
existing information available to the Township, limiting the engineering work to only the work that has been 
provided in prior planning, and requested that the Plan narrative be kept short and direct. 
 

2. The Board of Supervisors authorized the Township Engineer and Solicitor to prepare a comment letter to the 
County in response to the draft Berks County Comprehensive Plan 2030. 
 

3. The Township Solicitor noted that to date, the Township has received one (1) Agricultural Security Area 
application for review and consideration. 
 

4. The Township Solicitor distributed the memo she prepared dated August 10, 2012 regarding possible 
updates to the Eastern Berks County Regional Comprehensive Plan (EBCRCP) for consideration by the 
Township. 
 



  

Board of Supervisors Meeting of August 28, 2012: 
 
 Meeting Canceled. 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Frederick Subdivision 
 
 Steve Frederick of 265 Kline's Corner Road, the Applicant was in attendance to discuss 
his proposed subdivision.   
 
 The plan consists of four existing lots in Maxatawny Township, with a portion of Lot 1 
(approximately 4 acres) located in Longswamp Township. The purpose of the plan is to annex a 
portion of the existing Lot 1 to the existing Lot 2 within Maxatawny Township, and to annex a 
portion of existing Lot 4 to existing Lot 3 also located in Maxatawny Township. No new 
development is being proposed within Longswamp Township as a result of the plan, and the 
annexations will not affect any use of the land involved. 
 
 The Applicant requested that Longswamp Township waive its right of review and defer 
review of the plan to Maxatawny Township.   
 
 A motion was made by Donald Siegfried and seconded by Cathy Kratzer to recommend 
to the Supervisors that they defer review of the Frederick Subdivision to Maxatawny Township.  
All in favor. A second motion was made by Donald Siegfried and seconded by Frank Karoly to 
amend the recommendation to the Supervisors to make the deferral conditional to the Applicant 
addressing the comments contained in Hanover Engineering's review latter dated August 28, 
2012.  All in favor. 
 
 
Krock Subdivision 
 
 Doug Kramer of Applied Surveying Technologies was in attendance representing the 
Krock Subdivision along with Arlan Krock the Applicant. Comments from Hanover Engineering's 
Review Letter dated August 28, 2012 were discussed, as well as the comments from the 
Township Sewage Enforcement Officer’s letter dated August 30, 2012. 
 
 The project is located along Dogwood Drive. The Sketch Plan (Plan #5482-04-60-2662-
D-001), dated August 6, 2012, was presented for review and discussion. The purpose of the 
plan is to subdivide the existing parcel into two (2) relatively equal size lots. It was noted 
Dogwood Drive bisects the existing 33.7 acre tract resulting in approximately 4 acres being 
located on the west side of the road. Lot 1 is proposed to be a 16.3 acre lot located on the east 
side of Dogwood Drive. Lot 2 is proposed to be a 17.4 acre lot located on both the east and 
west side of Dogwood Drive. Since there are steep slopes and a stream on the west side 
portion of tract that limit available access and development of the parcel, the four (4 ) acre piece 
is incorporated into Lot 2, rather than considering it a separate lot.   
 



  

 A private lane (Summit Lane) traverses the property and provides access to the site, as 
well as access to a summer home on an adjacent landlocked parcel to the south.  In addition, a 
right-of- way was granted by Mr. Krock's father to a Jamie Brensinger, an adjoining property 
owner.  Mr. Krock indicated there was an existing access agreement between property owners, 
but that he intended to record a new, updated easement agreement. Jill Smith noted the plan 
indicates that the entrance of the private lane at Dogwood Drive is located on the adjacent 
property owned by Kevin and Kathleen Miller. Mr. Krock noted the location of Summit Lane was 
changed by the Township in 1959 when they rebuilt Dogwood Drive, and the recorded 
easement was agreed to prior to the road rebuilding. Jill Smith questioned if the entrance could 
be moved such that Summit lane would be entirely on the Krock parcel, since the Miller’s do not 
appear to use the private lane. Doug Kramer noted that may be an issue, due to the slope of the 
road and the adjacent land, and that these issues would be further investigated and explained in 
the next phase of this plan.   
 
 Jill Smith mentioned her discussion with Jill Nagy regarding the concern of referring to or 
designating the lots as ‘unbuildable’. Mr. Kramer said that they are open to whatever language 
the Township would suggest regarding future development restrictions to be placed on the 
deeds of the lots. 
 
 Frank Karoly asked about the future improvement of the driveways, should someone 
wish to build on one of the lots. Jill Smith said the details of how the lots are represented on the 
plan, i.e. whether they are considered building lots or not, will have to be addressed, but in any 
case if details regarding the driveway design/construction are not shown on the plan, the 
Township permit officer would be reviewing the driveway design for compliance with the 
ordinances prior to issuing a building permit. 
 
 Since this is a Sketch Plan for review, the applicant will take the discussion and review 
items into consideration in preparing a Preliminary Plan. No further action was taken. 
 
 
Time Extension for East Penn Manufacturing Parking Expansion 
 
 The Applicant is requesting a 3-month extension, to December 6, 2012. A motion was 
made by Donald Siegfried and seconded by Cathy Kratzer to recommend the Board of 
Supervisors approve the extension. All in favor. 
 
 
Comprehensive Plan Update 
 
 Frank Karoly provided a summary of meetings with area boards and historical groups 
regarding greenways.  A discussion ensued regarding the features and benefits of compiling an 
Official Map consistent with our Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 In light of the Eastern Berks County Regional Comprehensive Plan (EBCRCP) fast 
approaching the mandatory 10 year review point, this task should be addressed first. Areas 
such as demographics, housing mix, etc. should be reviewed for our Township, as well as the 
assumptions affected by these and other changes within the Township over the elapsed time 
since the adoption of the EBCRCP in 2004.  



  

 
 As previously noted by Jill Nagy, by virtue of the work our Township did with Natural 
Lands Trust on our portion of the Plan, our conservation development criteria already includes 
steep slopes, floodplains, and other natural features, as well as the inclusion of greenway and 
recreation. Jill Smith noted Hanover Engineering has updated GIS data for incorporating roads, 
agricultural preservation, floodplains, wetlands, etc. into a future map.   
 
 Chairman Meier noted once the EBCRCP is updated, the Official Map will simply 
become a fallout of the GIS data referred to by Jill Smith with an appropriate Ordinance written 
by the Solicitor. Jill Smith noted that Toad Creek may well be the center of consideration for a 
greenway and that possible future zoning changes could incorporate a natural features overlay.   
  
 Chairman Meier noted there is a need to identify sections of our current Comp Plan that 
need to be addressed, due to changes we are aware of over the past 8 years. He suggested as 
a first step, the Solicitor and Engineer should review the EBCRCP and compile an outline of the 
tasks and timeline. Since both 'Jills' were intimately involved with the plan and understand the 
changes in goals as well as assumptions, this task is well suited to be addressed by them. 
 
 A motion was discussed to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that they grant 
permission to the Planning Commission to work with an 'update team', including the Solicitor 
and Engineer, to begin a review of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 2004, in light of the 
changes affecting the Plan relative to Longswamp Township. In addition to the outline of tasks 
and timeline, the Solicitor and the Engineer shall provide an estimate of the timeframe and costs 
involved to complete the update. The motion was made by Dave River and seconded by Don 
Siegfried. All in favor. 
 
 
Authorization for the Chairman to sign Planning Module 
 
A motion was made by Frank Karoly and seconded by Cathy Kratzer to authorize the Chairman 
to sign the Component 4A Module for the Sewage Facilities Planning Module required for a 
small flow treatment facility proposed at 275 Pilgert Street. 
 
All in favor. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. by Frank Karoly and seconded by 
Cathy Kratzer. All in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
David Q. River, Recording Secretary 
 


