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PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

MAY 6, 2008 
 

 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Planning Commission was held at the Longswamp 
Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:30 
p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Richard Meier, Chairman; Michael Radcliffe, Vice Chairman; Cathi Kratzer, Secretary; 
Bruce Godfriaux; Stanley Bauman; David River and Frank Karoly.  Also in attendance were Jill Smith, 
Hanover Engineering; and Richard Orwig, Esquire, Solicitor.   
 
ATTENDANCE 
Doug Kramer and Stephen Price representing Gross School Bus and several interested residents. 
 
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Dick Meier called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Bruce Godfriaux made a motion to approve the Planning Commission Minutes for the March 4, 2008, 
meeting; Cathi Kratzer seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT – Jill Smith 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of March 11, 2008: 
1. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion to accept the Final Plans for Golden Meadows Phase II 

for signing and recording.  The Board of Supervisors stated their intention to hold a meeting 
regarding the project and its open space maintenance plan with the neighboring property owners, 
the Township Environmental Advisory Council, and representatives from Berks County 
Conservancy, PA Fish and Boat Commission, DEP, etc. 

 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of March 25, 2008: 
1. The Township Engineer noted that the Township received a copy of the Highway Occupancy 

Supplemental Permit Application as submitted to PennDOT by the Developer for Gross School 
Bus Land Development.  The Board of Supervisors passed a motion authorizing the Township 
Engineer and Solicitor to prepare and send a letter to PennDOT regarding the Township’s 
concern with the proposed driveway location and the project’s potential traffic impact. 

 
2. The Board of Supervisors discussed scheduling the meeting with property owners and Township 

and State Agency representatives for the Golden Meadows Phase II project.  It was agreed the 
meeting should be included as an agenda item for a future Environmental Advisory Council 
meeting, possibly the June 16th meeting.  Once the date has been confirmed with the EAC, 
notification letters will be sent out. 

 



 2 

3. It was reported that the Topton Lutheran Home may have contacted the Borough of Topton to 
request public sewer and possibly water service for their proposed cottage expansion project.  
Since the facility is located in Longswamp Township, the Board of Supervisors authorized the 
Township Engineer to send a letter to the Topton Lutheran Home explaining the procedure for 
requesting public sewer and/or water service through the Township. 

 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of April 8, 2008: 
1. After renewing and discussing the Weaver/St. Peters Subdivision annexation plan with Mr. 

Weaver, the Board of Supervisors passed a motion to defer review to Hereford Township 
conditional to the Township Engineer reviewing the plan and payment by Developer of all review 
and administrative costs incurred by the Township. 

 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of April 23, 2008: 
1. Based on the Developer’s written request, the Board of Supervisors passed a motion accepting the 

letter of withdrawal for the Radcliffe Bros. Minor Subdivision plan. 
 
2. It is reported that PennDOT issued the Supplemental Highway Occupancy Permit on March 27, 

2008 for the Gross School Bus Land Development Project.  The Board of Supervisors passed a 
motion authorizing the Township Engineer and Solicitor to prepare and send a letter appealing 
PennDOT’s issuance of the Permit due to the Township’s concerns regarding traffic impact on 
State Street. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Gross School Bus Services – Final Plan 
Plans dated April 7, 2008.  Reviewed by Engineer per review letter dated April 30, 2008. 
 
Discussion Notes: 

• Mr. Kramer noted that McCarthy Engineers will submit improvement cost estimate and will 
review with our Engineer. 

• Additional percolation testing will be coordinated with Chris Taylor of Hanover Engineering. 
• A permit is not required for the underground fuel tanks and fueling station. 
• Legal description required for dedication of area between legal right-of-way and the ultimate 

right-of-way on State Street (SR 1010) 
 
The Chairman requested a brief review of conditions which much be met before August 4, 2008 review 
deadline.   The Engineer presented the following conditions: 
 
 a. Compliance with the Township Engineer’s review letter dated January 31, 2008. 
 b. A minimum of two percolation tests shall be provided for each infiltration area in compliance with 

Act 167. 
 c. Letter from Topton Borough confirming it has adequate capacity to serve the proposed sanitary 

sewer system; and adequate capacity to provide the proposed water supply and distribution 
system. 

 d. Developer to provide fencing at the site in accordance with Zoning Ordinance Section 753.2.b. 
 e. Developer to provide additional on-site noise and glare reduction provisions, if deemed necessary by 

the Township, to provide adequate screening and noise reduction for adjacent properties. 
 f. Developer to pay traffic impact fees as recommended by the Township Engineer, based on the traffic 

impact study provided by the Developer and approved by the Township. 
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 g. Developer to implement all currently proposed DEP idling regulations at the time the site becomes 
operational. 

 h. Resubmission of a revised PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit application incorporating the 
replacement of the 15” pipe to a 24” pipe on State Street. 

 i. Developer to provide the Township with a copy of the revised Highway Occupancy Permit 
application at the time it is submitted to PennDOT. 

 j. Developer to simultaneously submit all DEP, PennDOT and third-party permit applications to the 
Township. 

 
The Board of Supervisors deferred consideration of the two monumentation waivers requested by the 
Developer and recommended by the Planning Commission until the Final Plan review. 
 
It was noted that there are only two waiver requests for the project.  The pC recommended the waivers be 
granted. 
 
Mr. Kramer remarked that some of the conditions required have been addressed by notes on the final 
plan. 
 
Mr. Radcliffe suggested that Note #26 on the Final Plan be edited to read “…necessary by the 
Township…” for clarification. 
 
Weaver/St. Peters Subdivision 
The Township Engineer presented a brief review of this subdivision which is primarily in Hereford 
Township.  There are no existing structures or improvements planned for the portion of land in 
Longswamp Township.  Due to time constraints, Mr. Weaver presented a request for plan review deferral 
directly to the Board of Supervisors who agreed to defer plan review to Hereford Township.    Upon 
direction from the BOS, the Township Engineer conducted a brief review of the subdivision to assure 
compliance with the Longswamp Township Zoning Ordinance.  A review letter dated April 25, 2008 was 
issued to the Developer noting a few required plan revisions. 
 
Funderburk Annexation Plan – Time Extension 
Mike Radcliffe made a motion recommending to the Board of Supervisors that they grant a time 
extension to Funderburk Annexation – Final Plan to September 2, 2008; Cathi Kratzer seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
Curtis Morton – Sewage Facilities Planning Module 
Bruce Godfriaux made a motion authorizing the Chairman to sign the Curtis Morton Site Development 
Sewage Facilities Planning Module; Cathi Kratzer seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

 
Muelhauser Annexation – Final Plan Approval 
Final Plans for the Muelhauser Annexation dated October 8, 2007, last revised April 9, 2008, were 
presented for Planning Commission signatures.  The Board of Supervisors granted Conditional Final Plan 
Approval on February 26, 2008. 
 
Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
Proposed Amendments to the Longswamp Township Zoning Ordinance were presented to the Planning 
Commission for review and discussion at their meeting in June, 2008. 
 
Included in the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments to be considered by the Township is a request 
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from Bear Creek to rezone a parcel of land they recently purchased adjacent to their existing property 
from Conservation (CONS) to Commercial Recreation (CR). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT
Mike Radcliffe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 p.m.; Frank Karoly seconded that motion.  
All in favor. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
Barbara K. Ebert 
Recording Secretary 

 


