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PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 
May 1, 2012 
 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Planning Commission was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:30 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Richard Meier, Chairman, Donald Siegfried, Vice-Chairman, Frank Karoly, 
Cathy Kratzer, and David River. Also in attendance were Jill Smith, PE, Hanover Engineering; 
and Jill Nagy, Esquire, Solicitor. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Francis X. Hanson, CEO, Atlas Minerals and Chemicals, Inc. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Meier called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the August 2, 2011, December 2, 2011, and February 7, 2012 meetings were 
presented. A motion was made by Cathy Kratzer and seconded by Donald Siegfried to approve 
the minutes as presented. All in favor. 
 
 
ENGINEER'S REPORT 
The Engineer's Reports for the March, April, and May 2012 Planning Commission Meetings 
were read: 
 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of February 14, 2012: 
 

1. Frank Karoly updated the Board of Supervisors on the Lower Macungie 
Township Greenway project and the potential to extend greenways and/or trails 
into Longswamp Township, with possible destinations of Hunsicker’s Grove 
and/or Bear Creek Ski Resort. Frank also discussed the benefits of creating an 
Official Map for the Township. The Board of Supervisors authorized the 
Township Planning Commission to continue pursuing an Official Map and 
continuing discussions with Lower Macungie Township, Berks County, etc. on 
possibly extending greenway/trails into the Township. 

 
2. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion accepting the time extension of the 

plan review for the East Penn Manufacturing Parking Expansion project to 
June 6, 2012. 
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3. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion granting the time extension for 
conditional Final Plan approval to July 10, 2012 for the Topton Ambulance 
Facility Land Development Plan. 

 
4. The Township Solicitor informed the Board of Supervisors that she has contacted 

Berks County regarding their need to submit a Conditional Use Application and 
associated fees for the emergency response communication tower being 
proposed west of Tower Road and east of Woodside Avenue. 

 
5. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor to 

advertise the Floodplain Ordinance for adoption at an upcoming Board of 
Supervisors meeting. 

 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of March 13, 2012: 
 
No planning issues were discussed at the Board of Supervisors meeting. 
 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of March 27, 2012: 
 
Meeting Canceled. 
 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of April 10, 2012: 

 
1. The Board of Supervisors adopted the Floodplain Ordinance (Ordinance No. 270) 

to enact the new Flood Insurance Rate Maps and to comply with the current 
Federal and State floodplain management regulations. The Ordinance shall be 
effective on July 3, 2012. 

 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of April 24, 2012: 
 
Meeting Canceled. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Atlas Minerals and Chemicals 
 
Francis X. Hanson, Atlas Minerals and Chemicals CEO, discussed several tentative new 
projects currently being considered at the Atlas Minerals and Chemicals facility. 
 
Since many customers are moving from craft paper packaging to plastic packaging, Atlas is 
considering constructing a 240' X 70' building and a 200’ x 50’ x 18” deep cooling pool to cool 
and package hot asphalt for stacking and selling this product. There would be little machinery or 
exhaust in the new process, compared to how Atlas packages asphalt at the present time. The 
building may require expanding outside the present fenced-in boundary of the developed portion 
of the site. Mr. Hanson noted they would be required to obtain a new NPDES permit for the 
proposed expansion, and inquired as to other items that may be required by the Township. 
 
Vice Chairman Siegfried asked if this, or any other proposed improvements, were incorporated 
in the plan previously approved by the Township. Mr. Hanson stated that they do not plan to 
move ahead with the prior development plans for which they received conditional Final Plan 
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approval. Chairman Meier noted that Atlas should request to have the previously approved 
plans withdrawn from consideration, if it is not to be constructed. A letter should be sent to the 
Board of Supervisors notifying the Township that the plan is being withdrawn. 
 
A second project being considered at the Atlas site is a 230' x 50' x 38' high building which 
would utilize asphalt from the existing plant and produce rolled roofing felt/tar-paper. This would 
be a more extensive facility than the first project proposed. 
 
A third project being considered is a subdivision of the existing tract for the possible sale of a 
portion of the facility. 
 
With regard to the first two proposed projects, Jill Smith suggested that Mr. Hanson contact the 
Zoning Officer to obtain a determination if any zoning approvals will be required, such as a 
Special Exception or Conditional Use. Jill Nagy noted that an Application for Conditional Use 
may be the proper avenue to address the two construction projects, and if Atlas was interested 
in pursuing both projects, they could be combined and addressed in a single hearing. Jill Smith 
noted submission of land development plans with stormwater management would most likely be 
required. Due to the need to obtain an NPDES permit and depending on the timing of both 
projects, it was noted Atlas could combine the two projects into one project/submittal. This plan 
could also include the proposed subdivision of the tract if Atlas wanted to pursue that option. 
 
No further action was requested at this time. 
 
Time Extension for East Penn Manufacturing Parking Expansion Project 
 
The Applicant is requesting a 3-month extension, to September 6, 2012, for the Preliminary/ 
Final Plan review for the East Penn Manufacturing Parking Expansion Project. A motion was 
made by Donald Siegfried and seconded by Frank Karoly to recommend the Board of 
Supervisors approve the time extension as requested. All in favor. 
 
Act 13 Zoning Amendments 
 
Jill Nagy presented a draft ordinance for the Township’s consideration which addresses the new 
regulations of Act 13. The draft proposes the Zoning Ordinance amendments which each 
municipality will have to enact to regulate oil and gas drilling. Included in the proposed 
ordinance are the Act's mandates for setbacks, uses by right or Conditional Use, etc. Since the 
implementation of the Act has been recently staid by injunction, the Township has additional 
time to review and consider the proposed amendments.  
 
Jill Nagy noted this ordinance could also incorporate other zoning amendments which the 
Township Zoning Officer may recommend based on his experience working with the Township’s 
existing Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Official Map and Comprehensive Plan Update 
 
Frank Karoly provided a summary of meetings and discussions he has had with area Boards 
and Historical Groups regarding possible greenway extensions into the Township. A discussion 
ensued regarding the features to be included and benefits of compiling an Official Map 
consistent with our Comprehensive Plan. 
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It was noted that in light of the Eastern Berks County Regional Comprehensive Plan (EBCRCP) 
fast approaching the mandatory ten (10) year review point, it may be beneficial to address any 
needed changes to the EBCRCP as a first step. Areas such as demographics, housing mix, etc. 
should be reviewed for Longswamp Township, as well as the assumptions affected by these 
and other changes within the Township over the elapsed time since the adoption of the 
EBCRCP in 2004. 
 
Jill Nagy pointed out that by virtue of the work our Township did with Natural Lands Trust on our 
portion of the Plan, our conservation by design open space requirements already include steep 
slopes and floodplains and other natural features, and greenways/recreation areas could be 
incorporated as an additional conservation feature. Jill Smith noted that Hanover Engineering 
has the GIS data for incorporating roads, agricultural conservation easements, floodplains, 
wetlands, etc. into future mapping for the Township. 
 
Chairman Meier noted that once the EBCRCP is updated, the Official Map would be a natural 
progression for the Township based on the GIS data referred to by Jill Smith and with the 
appropriate Ordinance written by the Solicitor. Jill Smith noted Toad Creek would be a logical 
feature for the consideration of a greenway extending east to west across the Township. Jill 
Nagy stated that zoning changes could also incorporate a natural features overlay. 
 
Chairman Meier noted the need for someone to review our current Comprehensive Plan and 
identify the sections that need to be addressed, due to changes that have occurred over the 
past eight years. He suggested as a first step, the Township authorize the Solicitor and 
Engineer to review the EBCRCP and compile an outline of the tasks and timeline for suggested 
revisions to the Plan for consideration by the Township. Since both the Township Solicitor and 
Engineer were intimately involved with the original preparation of the plan, and understand the 
changes in goals as well as assumptions in the Township, Chairman Meier noted this task is 
well suited to be addressed by them. 
 
A motion was introduced to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that they grant permission 
to have the Planning Commission work with an 'update team' and the Township Solicitor's and 
Engineer's offices to begin a review of the Regional Comprehensive Plan of 2004, in light of the 
changes affecting the Plan relative to Longswamp Township. Along with the outline of tasks and 
timeline, the Township Solicitor and the Engineer were requested to provide the Board with the 
estimated costs involved in execution of the update. The motion was made by Dave River and 
seconded by Don Siegfried. All in favor. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Frank Karoly at 8:52 p.m. and seconded by 
Cathy Kratzer. All in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
David Q. River, Recording Secretary 


