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PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 
April 7, 2009 
 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Planning Commission was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:30 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Cathi Kratzer, Secretary; Bruce Godfriaux, Frank Karoly, David River, and 
Stanley Bauman. Also in attendance were Jill Smith, Hanover Engineering; and Jill Nagy, 
Esquire, Solicitor.   
 
ATTENDANCE 
Mr. Kramer representing Gross School Bus, Mr. Dinkelacker, Mr. Heckman, and Mr. Hunsicker 
representing Keystone Pet Cemetery, and several interested residents. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Cathi Kratzer called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Bruce Godfriaux made a motion to approve the Planning Commission Minutes for the  
February 3, 2009 meeting; Frank Karoly seconded that motion. All in favor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT – Jill Smith 
 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of February 10, 2009: 
 
1. The Township Engineer informed the Board of Supervisors that during the site visit 

conducted by their office in response to Bear Creek’s request for release of security for 
the Hotel Expansion Project, it was noted that Bear Creek has constructed an additional 
parking lot and tennis courts without an approved land development plan. These 
additional improvements are located southeast of the upper parking lot shown on the 
approved plans and included tree removal, earth disturbance, grading, and a substantial 
amount of new impervious surface requiring an approved stormwater management plan. 
The Board of Supervisors passed a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor to send a 
letter to Bear Creek regarding their request for release of security and the unauthorized 
activities completed at the site. 

 
2. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion allowing a Preliminary/Final Plan to be 

submitted for the Keystone Pet Cemetery, and thus waiving the SALDO requirement for 
both a Preliminary and Final land development plan to be submitted for review and 
approval by the Township. 

 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of February 24, 2009: 
Meeting Cancelled. 
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Board of Supervisors Meeting of March 10, 2009: 
 
1. The Board of Supervisors granted a time extension to June 30, 2009, as requested by 

the Developer and recommended by the Planning Commission, for the Gross School 
Bus Land Development Final Plan. 

 
2. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion to accept and sign the final plans for 

recording for Lot #13 of the Meadows Phase 2 (Kupar/Reilly and Ohl Lot Line 
Adjustment). In addition, the Board of Supervisors passed a resolution to accept the 
dedication of right-of-way along the frontage of the Ohl property on Haas Road. 

 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of March 24, 2009: 
Meeting Cancelled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Keystone Pet Cemetery 
 
Mr. Tom Dinkelacker, Attorney, Mr. Kevin Hunsicker, Developer, and Mr. Darren Heckman, 
Engineer, were in attendance to discuss the plans for the pet cemetery proposed to be located 
at 537 Old Topton Road. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the comments contained in Hanover Engineering’s letter 
dated March 27, 2009. The following specific items were discussed: 
 
1. A signed affidavit was provided by the Developer confirming that he has permission from 

the property owner, James Yezik, to proceed with the land development plan for the 
proposed pet cemetery. 

 
2. The Developer provided a revised Waiver Request letter dated April 6, 2009 for the 

Planning Commission’s consideration. The Developer is requesting a waiver for 
Sections 402.C and 403.C, requiring a Context Map to be submitted, due to the minor 
nature of the development and the minimal site improvement being proposed. 

 
3. The Developer also requested a partial waiver for Sections 402.D and 403.D, requiring 

an Existing Resources and Site Analysis Plan, due to the minor nature of the 
development and the minimal site improvements being proposed. The Developer 
specifically requested a waiver for showing all existing features within 200 feet of the 
project site. Existing features on the site and within 50 feet of property lines have been 
shown. 

 
4. The Developer provided additional information for the proposed easement along the 

south property to satisfy the comment regarding the tie-in and closure of the easement. 
 
5. Since the project is located on Old Topton Road, State Route SR 1031, the Developer 

requested a deferral from setting concrete monument along the ultimate right-of-way. 
The Township Engineer noted that the project is not within the area proposed for public 
sewer, and, therefore, does not recommend the Township accepting the right-of-way for 
dedication at this time. A note should be added to the plan stating that the Township 
reserves the right to take dedication of the ultimate right-of-way in the future and that the 
Developer would be required to set the appropriate monumentation at that time. 
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6. The Township Solicitor will determine which notes should be included on the plan as 

covenants running with the land. The Developer’s Attorney noted that a lease agreement 
will be executed between the property owner and Keystone Pet Cemetery establishing 
the terms and conditions of the lease, and addressing some of the concerns discussed 
by the Planning Commission. The Developer will provide the Township Solicitor with a 
copy of the lease agreement for her review and comment. 

 
7. Other items discussed include: 
 

• There is an existing carport on the property which will remain for parking. 
• There will be no additional outside lighting at the site. The facility will only be 

open from sunrise to sunset with hours of operation from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
• The cemetery will maintain liability insurance and requirements will be included in 

lease. 
 
David River made a motion recommending a waiver be granted for Sections 402.C and 403.C 
requiring a Context Map, a waiver be granted for Sections 402.D and 403.D for showing all 
existing features within 200 feet of the project site, and a deferral be granted for setting concrete 
monuments in accordance with Section 619.B along the ultimate right-of-way; Frank Karoly 
seconded that motion. All in favor. 
 
Bruce Godfriaux made a motion to recommend to the Board of Supervisors preliminary/final 
plan approval conditioned on the Township Solicitor’s review of the lease agreement to ensure 
all issues discussed with regard to the lease of the property have been adequately addressed, 
and the Engineer’s review letter dated March 27, 2009; Stanley Bauman seconded that motion. 
All in favor. 
 
Gross School Bus 
 
Mr. Douglas Kramer, from Applied Surveying Technologies, was in attendance at the meeting 
representing Gross School Bus. The Planning Commission reviewed the comments in Hanover 
Engineering’s letters dated 12/30/2008 and 1/5/2009. The following specific items were 
discussed: 
 
12/30/2008 Letter: 
 
1. The Borough of Topton provided a letter confirming they have available capacity and are 

willing to provide sewer and water service to the site. It was noted the appropriate 
agreements will need to be executed between the Township and the Borough and the 
Developer and the Borough, in order for the Borough to serve the property with public 
sewer. 

 
2. No written response has been received from the Fire Marshall but the Developer 

indicated they have received a verbal approval. Jill Smith will contact the Fire Marshall 
for confirmation. Also the required note should be added on the plan per SALDO Section 
403.G.4. 

 
3. The Township Solicitor will determine which notes should be included on the plan as 

covenants running with the land. In addition the Township Solicitor has prepared a 
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Covenant and Restrictions Agreement and Deed of Dedication for right-of-way along 
State Street to be executed between the Township and the Developer. 

 
4. It was noted the Traffic Impact Study has been reviewed and approved by Hanover 

Engineering and the Traffic Impact Fee has been paid by the Developer. In accordance 
with the Covenant and Restrictions Agreement, approximately one year after the 
occupancy permit has been issued for the site, additional traffic counts will be performed 
by the Township to re-assess the traffic impact generated by the site. 

 
1/5/2009 letter: 
 
1. An approval letter was received from Met-Ed allowing the proposed water and sewer 

service lines to cross through their existing easement and allowing storm improvements 
and landscaping improvements to be installed within the easement. 

 
2. The Township Solicitor will provide draft agreements for the sewer service. The actual 

location of the proposed and existing utility lines will be verified and approved by the 
Borough of Topton. Exact locations for these lines will then be added to the plans. 

 
3. A note will be added to the plans regarding the construction standards for the proposed 

fence. 
 
Bruce Godfriaux made a motion recommending Final Plan approval be granted conditioned on 
satisfactorily addressing the comments in Hanover Engineering’s letters dated December 30, 
2008 and January 5, 2009, and Great Valley Consultant’s letter dated March 4, 2009 regarding 
the water and sanitary sewer connections; Stanley Bauman seconded the motion. All in favor. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
David River made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:33 p.m.; Stanley Bauman seconded that 
motion. All in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Cathi M Kratzer 
Recording Secretary 


