
LONGSWAMP TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 
March 5, 2019 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Planning Commission was held at the Longswamp 
Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, Mertztown, Pennsylvania, at 7:30 
p.m. prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Karoly called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Frank Karoly, Chair, Preston Boyer, Vice Chair, and Chris Moore.  Also, in attendance 
were Jill Smith P.E., Hanover Engineering Associates, Jill Nagy, Esq. and Joyce Marin, Township Supervisor.  
In addition, James Mazeika, Barry Isett & Associates, Inc., Graig Lecher, East Penn Manufacturing, and 
several residents of Longswamp Township. 
 

Chris Moore was welcomed as the newest member of the planning commission. He takes the place of 
Cathi Kratzer who is no longer a resident of Longswamp Township and, therefore, can no longer serve on 
the Longswamp Township Planning Commission 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Action on the minutes of the January 2, 2019 meeting was deferred. There was no quorum to approve 
these minutes since only two members present participated in that month’s meeting. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• PennDOT’s outreach effort is called “PennDOT Connects” and their quarterly newsletter for 
Winter 2019 was just released. For more information go to paconnects.org. 

• Brandywine Heights Area School District held three meetings during the month of February 
2019 to present its “Facility and Financial Overview.” Two projects are scheduled for the 
summer of 2019 with several others under consideration over the next 5 years. The public 
comment period regarding future plans was from February 15th to March 1st. 

 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of January 8, 2019: 
1. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion, as recommended by the Planning 

Commission, to defer review of the Keller Lot Line Adjustment Plan, located at 10952 
Folk Road, to Upper Macungie Township since only a small area of the tract is located in 
Longswamp Township and no improvements are being proposed in the Township. 

 

2. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion granting the waivers as requested by the 
applicant and recommended by the Planning Commission for the Grande Tract Minor 
Subdivision. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion granting Conditional Final Plan 
approval for the Grande Tract Minor Subdivision, subject to addressing all comments in 
Hanover Engineering’s review letter dated December 27, 2018. 

 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of January 22, 2019: 
Meeting was cancelled. 
 

Board of Supervisors Meeting of February 12, 2019: 
Meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather. 
 

http://paconnects.org/


Board of Supervisors Meeting of February 26, 2019: 
1. The Township Solicitor noted the Decision was issued for the Jarrett Yoder Foundation 

Conditional Use Application at the Board of Supervisor’s Special Meeting held on 
February 14, 2019. 

 

2. After a presentation by Frank Karoly, Planning Commission Chairman, on Industrial 
Hemp and the possibility of the Township encouraging it as a viable alternative to 
farmers in the Township, the Board of Supervisors authorized the Planning Commission 
to further research Industrial Hemp and report back to the Board with the Planning 
Commission’s findings and recommendations on the subject. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
None 
 
SUBDIVISION/LAND DEVELOPMENT AGENDA ITEMS 
East Penn Manufacturing Trailer Parking Expansion – Land Development 
James Mazeika, Senior Project Manager from Barry Isett & Associates presented an overview of this 
phase of the parking lot expansion plan to accommodate 80 new semi-trailer parking spaces. Open 
items from the final plan approval in April 2014 (first phase) were discussed. Loose ends need to be tied 
up since some of the items agreed to at that time have not been completed and the “as built” project 
differs in some details from the plans approved at that time.  
 

No action was taken by the Planning Commission on the Preliminary Land Development Plan. 
 
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS 
2018 Planning Commission Annual Report to the Board of Supervisors. A motion was made by Preston 
Boyer and seconded by Chris Moore to accept the annual report and allow the Planning Commission 
Chair deliver it to the township office. All in favor. The MPC deadline for submission of the annual report 
is March 1st. 
 
 
GENERAL PLANNING COMMISSION TOPICS 

• Industrial hemp land-use research project. A page is being added to the Longswamp Township 
website to provide resource materials and updates on the progress of this research. Next steps were 
discussed, including potential meetings with various groups within and outside of the township to 
gather more information regarding hemp cultivation and processing 

• Vulnerability Assessment. The possibility of requesting permission from the Board of Supervisors to 
conduct an assessment of development trends both within and outside of the township affecting 
long-term growth in Longswamp Township was discussed. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Additional discussion with Longswamp Township residents took place regarding: tractor-trailer traffic on 
Old Topton Road going to and coming from this East Penn Manufacturing distribution center; existing 
and proposed lighting concerns; noise concerns and potential mitigation of noise generated from East 
Penn’s operations on this site. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was made by Preston Boyer and seconded by Chris Moore to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 pm.  
All in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Frank Karoly, Chair 


