
PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 
March 4, 2014 
 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Planning Commission was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:30 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Officials Present: Frank Karoly, Chairman; Donald Siegfried, Vice Chairman; Cathi Kratzer; and 
David River. Also in attendance were Jill Smith, PE, Hanover Engineering; and Supervisors 
Steven Wyka and Mike Sacks. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Also in attendance were Mr. Bruce Latshaw, District Township Supervisor; Bruce Rader from 
Berks Surveying and Engineering; and members of the Zimmerman family. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Karoly called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion for approval of the February 4, 2014 minutes was made by Cathi Kratzer and 
seconded by Donald Siegfried.  All in favor. 
 
 
Engineers Report: 
 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of February 11, 2014: 
 
1. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion granting the time extension for the Curtis 

Morton Minor Subdivision to June 3, 2014 as recommended by the Planning 
Commission at their meeting on February 4, 2014. 

 
2. Steve Wyka updated the Board of Supervisors on the Greenway Trails discussion held 

by the Planning Commission at their February meeting, noting that since Lower 
Macungie Township and Alburtis Borough have indicated they do not currently have the 
finances to proceed with the project; Longswamp Township also will be putting the 
project on hold until funds are available to proceed. 

 



Board of Supervisors Meeting of February 25, 2014: 
 
Cancelled. 
 
 
New Business: 
Zimmerman Subdivision-2 Sketch Plan: 

Mr. Leon Zimmerman was present and represented by Bruce Rader of Berks Surveying 
and Engineering.  The intent of the Sketch Plan submitted is to subdivide an 
approximate 4-acre parcel, shown as Lot 3 on the plan, from an existing 106± acre tract 
owned by Leon and Alta Zimmerman.  The existing parcel is accessed by a private lane, 
referred to as Zimmerman Lane, that runs through the property.  The private lane is 
gravel, but Mr. Zimmerman noted there has been public traffic utilizing the private lane in 
past years. 
 
The private lane is presently used by three (3) residences.  The Zimmerman’s wish is to 
keep the lane private and maintained in its present condition, i.e. covered only with 
stone.  The lane runs from W. State Street, a PennDOT road, to High Road/Street.  The 
parcel to be subdivided is bisected by two (2) Norfolk-Southern rail spurs and the 
northern portion of the lot extends into Maxatawny Township.  A Highway Occupancy 
Permit from PennDOT would be required, if there is no existing permit, for access to W. 
State Street. 
 
It was noted the previously recorded subdivision required Zimmerman Lane to be 
upgraded to Township road standards if any further subdivision of the lots occurred. 
 
In addition, SALDO Section 605.B.1 requires a parcel to have frontage along and direct 
access from either a Township road or a private street, which is improved to Township 
road standards.  It was generally agreed that the Township would not want to take the 
road over as a public road, and that it did not appear necessary to bring the road up to 
Township standards since it would only further encourage vehicular traffic on the private 
lane which contains unprotected railroad crossings.  A note on the plan about access will 
need to be included, and/or a notarized agreement from all property owners along the 
public lane agreeing that the lane will remain in its existing condition with this 
subdivision.  A 44-foot access easement is required for the private lane, and the front 
building setback line for the lots shall be shown from this easement/ultimate right-of-way 
line. 
  
It was further noted all lots along Zimmerman Lane are currently owned by Mr. 
Zimmerman or his father, Mr. Rufus Zimmerman.  The need for access easements and 
recorded access easement agreements for the various properties was discussed, due to 
the possibility of lots being sold in the future.  A discussion was held regarding a 
possible “paper” cul-de-sac at the north end of the Lot 3 boundary. 
 



It was noted the plan will need to be submitted to Maxatawny Township, since the parent 
tract extends into Maxatawny. 
 
A motion was made to recommend to the Board of Supervisors to grant a waiver of the 
SALDO Section 605.B.1 requiring the proposed lot to have frontage along and be 
accessed by a Township road or private street meeting the construction standards for a 
Township road.  The motion was made by Cathi Kratzer and seconded by Don Siegfried.  
All in favor. 
 
The plan was tabled, pending a formal submission. 

 
 
Meck Annexation: 

Mr. Bruce Rader was present, representing Mr. and Mrs. Meck.  The purpose of the plan 
is to annex an approximately 50 feet strip of land from the parcel owned by Annabelle 
Solt to the adjacent parcel owned by Michael and Lorraine Meck.  The Engineer’s review 
letter was discussed, including the Engineer’s comment that a blanket waiver for 
Sections 402.D and 403.D should not be considered by the Township. A waiver(s) could 
be requested by the Applicant for specific sections of the SALDO Sections 402.D and 
403.D that the Applicant feels is a hardship.  After further general discussion on the plan, 
the plan was tabled pending a revised submission. 

 
 
Township Comprehensive Plan: 

A list of chapters of the present 2004 EBCRCP was presented by Frank Karoly, with ten 
(10) yet to be revised.  Hanover Engineering has converted all sections of the 2004 Plan 
to Microsoft Word format for easier editing.  The following chapters will be reviewed 
accordingly: 

 
Chapter 2: Community Goals and Objectives – D. Meier 
Chapter 3: Natural and Cultural Features - D. Meier 
Chapter 5: Public Facilities – D. River 
Chapter 6: Parks and Recreation – F. Karoly 
Chapter 7: The Local Economy – F. Karoly 
Chapter 8: Existing Land Use – D. River 
Chapter 9: Adjacent and Regional Planning - D. Siegfried 
Chapter 11: Transportation System - D. Siegfried 
Chapter 12: Future Land Use Plan - C. Kratzer 
Chapter 13: Implementation - C. Kratzer 

 
 
The individual chapters will be edited by the assigned member, as listed above, and brought to 
“working sessions” as part of the regular Planning Commission meetings. 
 



Bruce Latshaw, Chairman of the District Township Board of Supervisors, gave his perspective 
regarding the benefits of the Regional Comprehensive Plan and Longswamp's plan to withdraw 
from the Regional Plan. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
 
MOTION TO RECESS 
A motion to adjourn was made by Donald Siegfried at 8:55 pm and seconded by Cathi Kratzer.  
All in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
David Q. River, Recording Secretary 


