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PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

NOVEMBER 6, 2008 
 

 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Planning Commission was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:30 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Michael Radcliffe, Vice Chairman; Cathi Kratzer, Secretary; Bruce 
Godfriaux,  
David River, Frank Karoly, and Stanley Bauman.  Also in attendance were Jill Smith, Hanover 
Engineering; and Richard Orwig, Esquire, Solicitor.   
 
ATTENDANCE 
Mark H. Koch, Esq. representing Dax Funderburk, and several interested residents. 
 
CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chairman Michael Radcliffe called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Bruce Godfriaux made a motion to approve the Planning Commission Minutes for the  
October 7, 2008, meeting; Cathi Kratzer seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT – Jill Smith 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of October 14, 2008: 
1. It was noted that the Public Hearing for the T-Mobile Northeast Conditional Use 

Application for the installation of antennas on the proposed cell tower at Bear Creek was 
held at 6:30 p.m. prior to the regular Board of Supervisors meeting and that the Board 
intends to make their decision at their next meeting to be held on October 28, 2008. 

 
2. The Board of Supervisors granted a time extension to December 31, 2008 for the  
 Gross School Bus Land Development Project. 
 
3. The Board of Supervisors granted a time extension to December 2, 2008 for the 

Kupar/Reilly and Ohl Lot Line Adjustment Plan. 
 
4. The Board of Supervisors authorized the Township Secretary to re-advertise the 

November Planning Commission meeting for Thursday, November 6, 2008, due to 
Election Day being Tuesday, November 4, and schedule conflicts on Wednesday, 
November 5. 
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5. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion to revise the Zoning Amendment Ordinance to 

allow 10 kw as a maximum for Wind Energy Conversion Systems for a Use Permitted by 
Right, to send the revised draft Ordinance to surrounding municipalities and Berks 
County, and to schedule a public hearing to be held on December 9, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.  
The Board of Supervisors also passed a motion to not include Mountain Village’s 
rezoning request in the Zoning Amendment Ordinance being considered for adoption. 

 
6. The Township Solicitor announced the Public Hearing for the Conditional Use 

Application submitted by AT&T Mobility for the installation of three (3) omni antennas 
at Bear Creek would be held on October 28, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of October 28, 2008: 
1. It was noted that the Public Hearing for the AT&T Mobility Conditional Use Application 

for installation of three (3) omni antennas at Bear Creek Ski Resort was held from 6:30 - 
7:30 p.m., prior to the Board’s regular meeting.  The Board of Supervisors will announce 
their decision at their next meeting to be held on November 12, 2008. 

 
2. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion granting a 12-month time extension for the 

Conditional Use approval to Tower Co. for the construction of a cell tower at Bear Creek 
Ski Resort.  The Conditional Use approval will expire 12 months from the date of the 
Board’s motion. 

 
3. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion granting Conditional Use approval to 

T-Mobile Northeast for the installation of antennas on the cell tower to be constructed at 
the Bear Creek Ski Resort.  The motion was passed based on the conditions included in 
the written Decision. 

 
4. The Township Engineer reviewed the Funderburk Annexation Plan access issue with the 

Board of Supervisors and explained the revised plan contains development restrictions 
for the residue parcel and provides a driveway easement from Smith Street to the residue 
parcel owned by Mr. Jones.  The Board of Supervisors deferred any comments until the 
plan has been reviewed by the Planning Commission and a recommendation provided. 

 
5. The Township Engineer reviewed a Highway Occupancy Permit Plan submitted to the 

Township for a proposed Pet Cemetery at 537 Old Topton Road.  Since Longswamp 
Township is on PennDOT’s Municipal Review List, PennDOT requires a Developer/ 
property owner to provide a letter from the Township stating the Township has reviewed 
the proposed driveway prior to PennDOT issuing a permit.  The Board of Supervisors 
reviewed the driveway and authorized the Township Engineer to prepare a letter to 
PennDOT stating the Township has no objection to the access points for the driveway.  
The Township Engineer stated that per the SALDO, a land development plan is required 
to be submitted for review and approval by the Township for the proposed development.   
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 The Developer’s Engineer asked if the Township would consider granting a waiver for  
 submitting a land development plan for the project stating physical improvements to the  
 property would be minimal.  No decision was made by the Board of Supervisors.  The 
 Developer will make a formal submission and/or request to the Township at a later date. 
 
6. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion accepting, with regret, Michael Radcliffe’s 

resignation from the Township Planning Commission effective December 31, 2008.  
 The Board thanked Mr. Radcliffe for his years of service on the Planning Commission. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Funderburk Annexation Plan 
Mark Koch, of Koch & Koch Attorneys at Law, representing Dax Funderburk was in attendance 
at the Planning Commission Meeting.  The primary outstanding plan issue is the access to the 
land-locked parcel currently owned and to be retained by Mr. Richard Jones after the transfer of 
a portion of the tract to the adjacent property owners, Mr. and Mrs. Dax Funderburk.  Mr. Koch 
reviewed points of Hanover’s Engineering’s review letter dated November 3, 2008 and 
submitted a written request for two waivers. 
   
The first waiver request was for SALDO Section 402.D.2(a) which requires contour lines at 
intervals of not more than two feet to be provided on the plan.  The request was to allow five foot 
contours to be shown. 
 
The second waiver request was for SALDO Section 402.F.12 which requires a review from the 
Fire Marshall or Fire Chief regarding the feasibility of access to, maneuvering within, and 
providing protection to the site of fire fighting equipment.  The request was to waive review by 
the Fire Marshall.  
 
Other issues discussed included the requirement to provide a detailed design for the proposed 
driveway.  The Township Engineer explained in such cases, it is standard for the Township to 
require the Developer to provide a complete driveway design, including profile showing existing 
and proposed grades as well as a cross-section of the driveway with the material of construction 
used, in order to ensure the proposed driveway can meet the requirements of the Township 
Ordinances. 
 
Mr. Koch confirmed that a copy of the Right-of-Way Agreement between Mr. Jones and  
Mr. Funderburk will be submitted to the Township when it has been executed.  The Township 
Engineer noted that the Access Agreement should include a restriction that driveway access shall 
be for one single-family residential dwelling.  Jill Smith noted it was agreed that the Driveway 
Permit should be issued prior to or in conjunction with the Building Permit for a single-family 
residence. 
 
David River made a motion recommending to the Board of Supervisors that they grant a waiver 
of SALDO Section 402.D.2(a) and allow 5-foot contours rather than 2-foot contours and that a 
waiver not be granted for SALDO Section 402.F.12 for review by the Fire Marshall or Fire 
Chief; seconded by Bruce Godfriaux.  All in favor.   
David River made a motion granting a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors for 
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Conditional Final Approval per Hanover Engineering’s letter of November 3, 2008; seconded by 
Bruce Godfriaux.  All in favor. 
 
Jill Smith clarified the waiver, if approved by the Board of Supervisors, would need to be shown 
on the Final Plans for recording. 
 
Bruce Godfriaux made a motion recommending to the Board of Supervisors that they grant a 
time extension to March 2, 2009 for the Dax Funderburk Final Plan; Cathi Kratzer seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
Kupar/Reilly and Ohl Lot Line Adjustment 
Frank Karoly made a motion recommending to the Board of Supervisors that they grant a time 
extension to February 4, 2009 for the Kupar/Reilly and Ohl Lot Line Adjustment – Final Plan; 
David River seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT
David River made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 p.m.; Cathi Kratzer seconded that 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 
Recording Secretary 


