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PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 
October 6, 2009 
 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Planning Commission was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:30 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
ROLL CALL- Take roll call 
Officials Present: Richard Meier, Chairman, Don Siegfried Vice Chairmen, Cathi Kratzer, 
Secretary; Frank Karoly, David River, and Stanley Bauman.  Also in attendance were Jill Smith, 
Hanover Engineering. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Michael Sacks, Douglas Kramer, Robert Price, Debra Price,  
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
  Richard Meier called the meeting to order at 7:31p.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The April Minutes are to be reviewed and approved at the November 2009 meeting, along with 
the October 2009 minutes. 
 
 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Chairman reported he had looked over the Rockland Township Zoning Ordinance Draft 
dated August 2009 and asked if anyone else wanted to look it over as well. Frank Karoly 
volunteered. It was also noted that Berks County had no major comments about the Ordinance.  
 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT  
 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of September 8, 2009: 
 
1. The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission has issued the final draft of the Perkiomen 

Creek Headwaters Act 167 Stormwater Management Plan for review by area 
municipalities. The Township Engineer has reviewed the document and noted the plan is 
generally consistent with previously adopted Act 167 Plans and DEP requirements. The 
Board of Supervisors requested the Township Secretary to send a letter to the Lehigh 
Valley Planning Commission stating the Township has reviewed the plan and has no 
comments. 

 
2. The Board of Supervisors authorized the Township Solicitor to advertise the reopening 

of the Township Agricultural Area Security District from October 1, 2009 to October 31, 
2009. Any interested resident who wishes to have their property considered for 
admission is required to submit an application on or before October 31, 2009. 
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3. The Board of Supervisors passed a motion to accept Diakon Lutheran Social Ministries’ 
request for the Township to consider text amendments to the Zoning Ordinance to allow 
a medical residential campus as a use in the Conservation Zoning District. In addition, 
Diakon is requesting the Township to consider revising some of the specific criteria 
applicable to a medical residential campus as currently included in the Zoning 
Ordinance. The Township Solicitor clarified that, in the Board agreeing to accept the 
rezoning application, the Board is only agreeing to consider the request and is not 
making any kind of determination whether they are in favor of the request. Once the 
official application is received by the Township, it will be forwarded to the Township 
Planning Commission for their review and use in providing a recommendation to the 
Board of Supervisors. 

 
 
 
Board of Supervisors Meeting of September 22, 2009: 
 
Cancelled. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Price Subdivision: 
 
Mr. Robert Price reviewed the intent of his plan for the Price Minor Subdivision Sketch Plan 
[Applied Surveying Technologies Inc. drawing number 5472-02-98-4422-D-001 (sheet 2 of 2)]. 
He explained he  wants to keep a 6 acre piece [Lot 2] for his son and sell the remaining 11 
acres [Lot 1].  
The Planning Commission pointed out the subject Sketch Plan needs to show  adjacent 
subdivisions since the tract to be divided was formerly a lot in the  Little Lehigh Acre subdivision 
[explained in more detail in general comment #1 of the Township Engineer's review letter]. 
 
Comments from the review of the Township Engineer's review letter dated September 30, 2009 
are as follows: Page 2, SALDO, #2: All of the topographical and physical features within 1000 
feet of the project tract boundary are to be shown on the plan.  
 Page 2, SALDO, #3: A wetlands study is needed to show any existing wetlands on the 
site to determine which portions of the tract may be unsuitable for  future proposed building 
sites. 
 Page 2, SALDO, #5:David River made a motion to have the Planning Commission 
recommend to the Supervisors that they grant approval of the flag lot [Lot 2] provided the 
access road meet the requirements as outlined in SALDO 605.B.3 and and 608.A.1.b. [This 
would result in a 44-foot ROW (rather than 33-foot as shown) with a front yard setback for Lot 2 
of 94 feet (rather than 83 feet as shown)] Stanley Bauman seconded the motion. All in favor.  
Page 2, SALDO, #6:  Longsdale Drive shall be shown with a 44 foot ROW [rather than 60 foot 
as shown] since it is a local road [SALDO 608.A.1.b]. 
 Page 3, Stormwater Management:  This project is subject to the requirements of 
Longswamp Twp Ordinance 228 [and the developer agreed to look into this] since more than 
10,000 square feet of new impervious area is being proposed. 
 Page 3, General Comments #2:    Lot areas with bearings and distances must be shown 
for the original tract and the new subdivided tract. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Peter Sanger attended the meeting and had some questions for the PC on a subdivision he 
is considering for property his parents owned.  Mr. Sanger explained the Estate of his parents 
includes a home on a 38 acre parcel and a separately deeded adjacent parcel which is currently 
landlocked. 
He would like to sell the house with 16 acres, keeping the remaining 22 acres and the 
separately deeded  lot.  Mr. Sanger asked how he should proceed and whether the separately 
deeded parcel could be sold as a building lot. The PC advised him to complete a application 
and submit a plan similar to process we reviewed tonight for Mr. Robert Price.The PC also 
advised him that the separate parcel which is landlocked would not be considered a building lot 
since it does not have access to it. The P.C. suggested he consider annexing it into the 22 acre 
site if he subdivides. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Donald Siegfried made a motion to adjourn the meeting at  8:08p.m.; David River seconded that 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Cathi M Kratzer 
Recording Secretary 


