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Longswamp Township 
Environmental Advisory Council 
 
Meeting Minutes: 20 October 2008

 
Present: 
EAC Members 
Diana Erney 
Dale Fandl 
Mike Sacks 
Judy Sechler  

Katherine Harms 
Also Present:  
Maryann Lantz, Township Supervisor 
Wendy Manley, Developer, Golden 
Meadows 

 
Call to Order:  7:18 PM 
 
Chair’s Comments: Mike Sacks suggested having polo shirts made with the 
EAC logo. He will look into costs for the next meeting.  
 
Approval of Minutes from the September Meeting: Approved 
 
Amendments to Agenda: Wendy Manley, to discuss green building.  
 
Discussion Items: 
 
1) Green Building at Golden Meadows 
 
Wendy Manley reported on the plans to incorporate green building practices in 
the Golden Meadows development. They’ve changed the name to Jacob’s Lea at 
Trexler Furnace in an effort to recognize the historical roots of the property. 
Jacob Lea was the founder of the Maryann furnace in the late 1700s. The site was 
originally used to make iron ore, but the furnace was outpaced by demand and 
eventually went out of business.  
 
Nine acres of the property have been given to the Berks County Conservancy.  Ms. 
Manley is using green building guidelines developed by the National Association 
of Home Builders (NAHB) . At this point, it’s too late to make any changes in 
sting. Among some of the environmentally friendly practices they plan to 
incorporate are: Energy star appliances, also energy star rated windows, foam 
and caulking to build insulation. They’re going to go for bronze or silver NAHB 
certification levels. They’re trying to keep homes affordable and still do as much 
as they can. Longswamp Township has a very high tax rate, so they have to be 
cognizant of that as they go forward. Will recycle construction waste as possible—
having difficulty finding a hauler who will participate. Also trying to use local 
sources as available.  
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There’s a group in Reading that’s trying to form an alliance between builders and 
realtors . Next meeting on October 30th, 10-11 AM. Guest is Bob Bylone, 
Executive Director of the PA Recycling Markets Center.  
 
Action: Mike Sacks will forward Ms. Manley contact information for the council 
so she can keep in touch should she have any further questions or issues she’d 
like addressed.  
 
1) Topic: Report on PEC meeting (Diana Erney) 
 
Key Points of Discussion:  
 
Diana Erney reported on her recent attendance at the Pennsylvania 
Environmental Council meeting where a representative from the Union of 
Concerned Scientists unveiled their report on climate change impacts in 
Pennsylvania. The state is the seventh largest producer of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the world, primarily due to outdated coal power plants. Since CO2 
stays in the atmosphere for over 100 years, the state will experience a certain 
amount of climate change, no matter what. The report outlined two possible 
scenarios: one in which the state/country takes aggressive steps to mitigate 
climate change and another in which we do nothing. Under the first scenario, 
Pennsylvania will have summers equivalent to the state of Virgnina by the end of 
the decade. Under the second, summers will be similar to those in Jacksonville 
Florida. Other areas where we will feel effects include agriculture, primarily in 
things like apple trees which require a certain period of winter chilling in order to 
produce fruits. Forests are also likely to change with some of the best hardwoods 
being replaced by softer woods like pine etc. 
 
Action:  
The EAC should continue to discuss ways to reduce emissions within the 
township and beyond.  
 
2) Topic: Berks County Conservancy EAC Breakfast Report (Judy) 
 
Key Points of Discussion:  
 
Judy Sechler reported on the breakfast that she and Cathi Kratzer attended 
earlier this month. There are 16 EACs in the county at this moment. The county is 
planning to form at board of commissioners for all of the EACs with one 
representative from each group. According to the solicitor for the conservancy 
EAC budgets can be rolled over from year to year. Each EAC should also present a 
report to the board this year. Many of the EACs are just starting out, so many are 
still in the preliminary stages of forming goals, etc.  
 
Action: None required 
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3) Topic EAC Budget (Survey, Sign, etc.)  
 
Key Points of Discussion:  
 
Joni McPike has researched a computer and has chosen something for the EAC. 
Maryann will ask her to email the EAC regarding the specs.  
 
Diana Erney researched the cost for having a banner made to use at events. The 
quote came in at $100 for a 2 x 5 in full color. A motion was made and approved 
to purchase the banner. 
 
Diana Erney presented the revised version of the survey, and the group approved 
the changes. The newsletter is being prepared now, so the survey needs to be 
delivered quickly. The outstanding question is what’s the best way to get the 
survey returned. Maryann will talk to Joni about postage.  
 
Survey—Group agreed to the revised survey. A duplicate version will be posted 
online using SurveyMonkey.com. The EAC will purchase a two month 
subscription.  
 
Notes: Motion to purchase banner Kate, 2nd Dale. Motion to put survey on 
Survey Monkey for two months. Judy motion, Kate 2nd.  
 
Update: Joni and Diana discussed postage and determined that the costs of any 
type of mailing for prepaid return postage were prohibitive. The group decided to 
offer an incentive for participating. The incentive will be a reusable tote filled 
with energy saving light bulbs and green cleaning supplies. Diana sent the survey 
to the township secretary on November 2nd.  
 
 
4) Topic: Sludge (Diana) 
 
Key Points of Discussion:  
 
Diana Erney suggested that the EAC draft a statement voicing their concern 
about the use of biosolids in agriculture. The goal would be to get other EAC 
around the state to sign similar statements and begin to put pressure on the DEP 
and PDA to make changes in the laws that permit the use.  
 
Action: Diana will work with Darree Siecher to begin drafting statement to 
present at the next meeting.  
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5) Topic: Charter School in Emmaus (Kate Harms) 
 
Key Points of Discussion: Kate Harms discussed her involvement with the 
Seventh Generation Charter School in East Penn school district and explored the 
idea of the EAC signing a partnership agreement.  
 
Action: Members will go online for more details.  
 
Adjourned 9:35 PM 
 
Next Meeting: November 17, 2008 7:00  


