
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

AUGUST 10, 2010 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Steven C. Wyka, Chairman; Maryann Lantz, Vice Chairman; Michael Sacks, 
Supervisor; Jill Nagy, Esquire, representing the Solicitor; Jill Smith, representing the Engineer; 
Edmund Bender, Zoning/Codes Enforcement Officer; Jennifer Wassell-Bonser, Secretary.   
Joni McPike, Treasurer was absent from the meeting. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Steven Wyka called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and announced the reading  
of the minutes of the regular meeting of July 13, 2010 would not take place.  Draft copies of 
those minutes were available in the Meeting Hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Mike Sacks made a motion to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting of July 13, 2010; 
Maryann Lantz seconded that motion; Maryann Lantz seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
Chairman Wyka reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the month of July, 2010 as presented to the 
Board. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report for the month of July, 2010 subject 
to further review; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chairman Wyka announced the location and hours of operation of a new, full-time electronic  
waste collection center for the Berks County Solid Waste Authority and informed the audience 

in  
attendance that there are flyers available at the podium for anyone interested in further details  
about the facility. 
 
Chairman Wyka also announced that Cycle 1 of the 2009/2010 Township’s Sewage Management 
Program has ended and that anyone in that cycle who has not pumped should do so immediately. 
Chairman Wyka then announced the dates for Cycle 2 of the Program which are July 1, 2010 
through June 30, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Willard Strunk questioned what the status and plans are for the old Township sign that  
is being removed at the Township Building in anticipation of the installation of the new LED 
Message Sign.  Chairman Wyka informed Mr. Strunk that the Township was considering 
disposing the old sign since there is no value on it.  Steve explained if there would be any value 
on it, the Township would be legally obligated to open a bidding process if someone was 
interested in it.  Steve concluded that Mr. Strunk could have the old sign being removed from the 
Township if it is still available with no donation necessary since it’s been determined that there 
is no value on it. 
 
Fire Chief Adam Wilson, of Seisholtzville Fire Company, addressed the Board of Supervisors 
in relation to the status of an agreement between the Township and the Seisholtzville Fire 
Company and who the point of contact is for approval of an agreement.  Chairman Wyka 
informed Chief Wilson that an agreement is in the process of being worked on by the Township 
for Seisholtzville Fire Company and stated there’s also a contract in place with Topton Volunteer 
Fire Company as the primary provider for the Township.  Steve stated the Township needs to 
avoid the potential of having a conflicting agreement between the two companies.  Chairman 
Wyka assured Chief Wilson that the Township will still honor their commitment to make a 
financial contribution with a donation for the 2010 budget to Seisholtzville Fire Company but  
the amount is uncertain at this point in time.  Steve concluded that the Township will contact 
Seisholtzville upon the completion of their Agreement.   
 
The Township Solicitor suggested a workshop could be held in order to avoid any conflicts with 
the different contracts already signed by the Township in order to resolve Chief Wilson’s 
request. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor to prepare agreements for the 
Board’s approval with an acceptable term for Seisholtzville Fire Company; Maryann Lantz 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  
Berks County Sewer & Water Regionalization Survey Study 
The Township Engineer updated the Board regarding Berks County Planning Commission’s 
request to answer a survey in order to update the Sewer and Water Regionalization Study of 
1998.  Jill Smith stated most of the questions in the study will need to be answered by the 
Borough of Topton due to the Inter-Municipal operation but the Township will still need to 
submit their portion of the study to Berks County and summarize the relationship between the 
Township and the Borough. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing Hanover Engineering to submit the survey to  
Berks County for the Sewer and Water Regionalization Study on behalf of the Township; 
Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
 
 



S. Rutkowski/T Goldey – 134 Schlossburg Street – Well Isolation Distance Waiver Letter 
Recommendation 
The Township Engineer updated the Board of Supervisors in relation to a waiver request 
received by the Township SEO from the property owner of 134 Schlossburg Road for the 
required isolation distance between the proposed onlot sewage disposal system and the existing 
onlot well.  Jill Smith explained the property owner is in the process of applying for a sewage 
permit to install a new onlot sewage disposal system, and is requesting an exemption for the well 
isolation distance due to insufficient lot area, unsuitable soils, and other physical limitations on 
the site. 
 
The Township Solicitor explained the Board has discretion to grant the waiver since DEP 
permits  
an exemption for isolation distances to the property’s well in the event of repair to a 
malfunctioning system upon the required approval of all necessary DEP permits.  Jill Nagy  
stated the property owners can enter into an Indemnification Agreement with the Township  
to indemnify the parties granting well isolation distance exemption, and the recorded Agreement 
will satisfy the necessary notification to future property owners, as well as neighboring property 
owners.  This would ultimately provide protection from any liability to the Board of Supervisors 
as well as the Township SEO. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion granting the waiver requested for the well isolation distance at 
134 Schlossburg Road and to enter into an Indemnification Agreement with the property owners; 
Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor.   
 
LED Sign Update 
The Township Engineer provided the Board with an update on the progress of the LED Message 
Sign installation at the Township Municipal Building.  Jill Smith noted that the foundation for 
the sign is in place and the contractor will have stone samples available for the Township 
Roadmaster’s review tomorrow.  Jill stated that the LED portion of the sign has been ordered  
and will be installed as soon as the stonework is complete.  Jill also informed the Board that  
all of the necessary instruction information, including the manuals for the system, would be 
delivered to the Township Staff so arrangements could be made for technical support and 
training for the Staff.  Chairman Wyka suggested that Township Staff Employee, Gena 
Strzelecki be the point of contact at the Township for the stone sample review as well as the 
technical support training for the new LED message sign. 
 
Jill Smith lastly stated the Notice to Proceed was issued in mid-June and that the Work Order 
would need to be extended for the work to be completed if necessary.  The Board authorized 
extending the contract time as recommended by the Township Engineer. 
 
Kennedy Avenue Signage 
The Township Engineer provided information as follow-up to the Board’s request at a previous 
meeting for Hanover Engineering to provide recommendations regarding additional advisory 
signage that could be placed on Kennedy Avenue in order to assist travelers on that road.   
 
 



Jill Smith referred to Hanover Engineering’s letter dated August 10, 2010 noting Kennedy 
Avenue currently does not have a posted speed limit and does not meet the definition of an 
“urban district” therefore the legally enforceable speed limit is 55 mph.  Jill stated that a lower  
speed limit can be posted by Ordinance if an Engineering and Traffic Study is conducted.   
Jill also stated it was Hanover’s recommendation to install advisory signage on Kennedy Avenue 
which would include left and right turn signs to be used in conjunction with the advisory speed 
limit signage as outlined in Hanover Engineering’s letter dated August 10, 2010. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing Hanover Engineering to proceed with preparing a Speed 
Limit Study for Kennedy Avenue; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Topton Ambulance Facility Planning Module 
The Township Engineer provided the Township with copies of the Planning Module for the  
Topton Ambulance Facility Land Development Plan. 
 
Jill confirmed the Planning Module for the Topton Ambulance Facility has been reviewed by the 
Township SEO and meets the requirements for sewage planning, and recommended submittal to 
the Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion accepting the Sewage Facilities Planning Module for the  
Topton Ambulance Facility Land Development Plan by adopting Resolution No. 2010-16 and 
authorized the Township Secretary to sign and submit the module to DEP on behalf of the 
Township; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 
Berks Sandpit Cleanup Site 
Elise Juers, of the PA DEP, and Chris Corbett, of the US EPA, addressed the Board of 
Supervisors and provided background information regarding areas of concern at the Berks 
Sandpit Cleanup Site and explained the contamination recovery well clean-up efforts involving 
five lots near the site at Benfield and Walker Roads.  Ms. Juers requested the Township require 
property owners to notify the PA DEP or US EPA upon a permit application being submitted for 
a new well at any of the five lots of concern near the Site, and restrict issuance of any permits for 
new wells until DEP has reviewed the proposed location.  The Township Solicitor explained to 
Ms. Juers and Mr. Corbett that an extensive study of the situation has been conducted and 
provided to the Township and stated their request is a DEP issue, not a Township enforcement 
issue, since the Township has previously adopted a Well Ordinance and has a Well Permit 
procedure in place. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing the Township Zoning and Codes Enforcement Officer  
to flag five properties in the vicinity of the Berks Sandpit Cleanup Site for notification to  
PA DEP and US EPA upon the application of a well permit being received by the Township; 
Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
 
Demolition Permit Fees 



The Township Zoning Officer requested the Board’s consideration of lowering the current 
Township Demolition Permit Fee of $50.00 in order to get more compliance by property  
owners who are tearing down structures within the Township without the required permits.   
 
The Township Solicitor and Engineer suggested categorizing the fees of a Demolition Permit  
for the principal structures and various accessory structures to ensure the Township re-coups the 
costs of any required inspections that may need to be performed.  Maryann Lantz made a motion 
authorizing an amendment to the Township Permit Fee Resolution by categorizing demolition 
fees for structures that can be demolished with or without inspections, and establish appropriate 
fees; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
2628 State Street Sewage Issue 
The Township Zoning Officer provided the Board with an update regarding the on-lot sewage 
violation at 2628 State Street.  The Township Solicitor stated the issue is set to proceed in 
District Court at this time with the Township Sewage Enforcement Officer who filed the original 
citation, and that it is necessary to proceed since it is an unresolved pending issue before the 
Township. 
 
Chairman Wyka requested the co-operation of all the Township’s Professionals in continuing 
to keep the Board of Supervisors abreast of this issue as it proceeds through District Court. 
 
Pumping Cycle Update 
The Township Zoning Officer updated the Board that there are 163 property owners who have 
not pumped from Cycle 1.  The Board authorized the Zoning Officer to send final warning letters 
to the property owners from Cycle 1 who have not yet pumped.  The Board also directed Ed to 
send letters to the Township’s list of registered septic haulers requesting them to submit any 
receipts they may be holding for residents who have recently pumped in an attempt to keep the 
list of violators current. 
 
Donation of Artwork to the Township 
The Township Zoning Officer addressed the Board in relation to a donation of a work of art 
made by Township resident, Mr. Skidmore of Stone Avenue.  The Board approved Ed Bender’s 
request to have the artwork framed with a brass tag recognizing the artist. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
AT&T Mobility Conditional Use Public Hearing 
The Township Solicitor announced there was an Executive Session of the Board of Supervisors 
held for approximately 15 minutes with Vice Chairman Maryann Lantz and Supervisor  
Mike Sacks for deliberation, with no decision made, at the conclusion of the AT&T Mobility 
Conditional Use Public Hearing held prior to the Board Meeting that same evening.  Jill Nagy 
noted that AT&T Mobility opted to waive the 24 hour limit for a decision by the Board.   
Jill explained the options the Board has at this time which are to approve the Conditional Use 
Application, deny the application, or approve the application with conditions as reviewed by  
the Township Solicitor. 
Mike Sacks made a motion approving the Conditional Use Application for AT&T Mobility with 
the conditions as reviewed by the Township Solicitor and to be included in the final Decision; 



Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
It was noted that the applicant for AT&T Mobility accepted the conditions as setforth and 
reviewed and approved by the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Gap Road Cul-de-Sac Deed of Dedication and Right-of-Entry Agreements 
The Township Solicitor updated the Board of Supervisors on Mrs. Hensinger’s concerns 
regarding stormwater issues and the possibility of additional runoff onto her property due to  
the construction of the cul-de-sac on Gap Road.  The Township Engineer explained the proposed 
design improvements which will assist in collecting stormwater runoff and conveying it through 
a swale and storm sewer collection system as outlined in Hanover Engineering’s letter to the 
Board of Supervisors dated August 10, 2010.  Jill Smith concluded that this design will help 
alleviate existing runoff issues and control any additional runoff from the proposed cul-de-sac 
onto Mrs. Hensinger’s property and therefore should help satisfy Mrs. Hensinger’s concerns. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the Township Engineer and Solicitor to forward 
Hanover Engineering’s letter dated August 10, 2010 to Mrs. Hensinger and her attorney in an 
attempt to satisfy Mrs. Hensinger’s concerns of potential additional runoff onto her property due 
to the construction of the cul-de-sac on Gap Road; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in 
favor. 
 
2010 Ag Security 
It was noted that no new Ag Security Proposals were submitted to date for inclusion in the 
Agriculture Security Area during the open month of August.   
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion for preliminary authorization for the Township Solicitor to 
advertise, if necessary, the receipt of any Ag Security Area requests by September 7, 2010, in 
case the August 24, 2010 Board of Supervisors Meeting is cancelled; Mike Sacks seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
205 Winchester Lane 
The Township Solicitor provided the Board with an update on the issue of the abandoned 
property located at 205 Winchester Lane and informed the Board that the Township Zoning 
Officer has filed a citation for the clean-up of the property. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor to pursue legal action against 
the property owner for the clean-up issue at 205 Winchester Lane in order to cover expenses 
incurred; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
RECREATION REPORT 
Chairman Wyka announced the August Park & Recreation Commission Meeting is cancelled 
and stated the next meeting will be held as regularly scheduled for Tuesday, September 21, 2010 
at 7:00 p.m. 
Chairman Wyka also informed the audience in attendance that there has been an outbreak of 
vandalism at Pavilion No. 2 in the Township Park and recommended purchasing two motion-
activated cameras for installation at the pavilion in an effort to help eliminate future incidents.  



Steve stated the costs of the two cameras would be approximately $500.00. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the purchase and installation of two motion-activated 
cameras for Pavilion No. 2 in the Township Park in order to help remedy the recent acts of 
vandalism; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ROADMASTER REPORT 
Chairman Wyka reviewed the Roadmaster Report for July, 2010 to the audience in attendance. 
 
2010 Traffic Paint and Beads – Bid Award 
Maryann Lantz made a motion to award the 2010 Traffic Paint Bid to The Sherwin Williams 
Company at a total cost of $25,228.50 ($14,907.75 for 39 drums of white traffic paint and 
$10,320.75 for 27 drums of yellow traffic paint) based on the quotes received; Mike Sacks 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion awarding the 2010 Traffic Beads Bid to E.J. Breneman at a 
cost of $7,464.00 for 480 bags of glass traffic beads based on the quotes received; Mike Sacks 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Adoption of Joint Public Safety Committee By-Laws and Resolution 
Mike Sacks made a motion accepting the By-Laws for the Joint Public Safety Committee for 
adoption as well as Resolution No. 2010-18, Establishing a Joint Public Safety Committee 
Between Topton Volunteer Fire Co. No. 1, Community Fire Company No. 1 of Seisholtzville, 
and Topton Community Ambulance Service, To Be Called the Joint Public Safety Committee;  
Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Act 537 Update 
Chairman Wyka provided an update to the audience in attendance on the status of the Act 537 
Plan and stated that the Township is still waiting for the Borough of Topton to complete their 
portion of the Joint Task Activity Report.  Steve stated he has met with Jim Birdsall, of Hanover 
Engineering, for his expertise in again approaching Lehigh County Authority as an option for the 
Township to address their existing needs. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Approve and Adopt Resolution for 5-Year PennDOT Winter Maintenance Agreement 
Maryann Lantz made a motion approving the 5-year PennDOT Winter Maintenance Agreement 
with the Township for services to be performed for adoption by Resolution No. 2010-19;  
Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
 
Adoption of Resolution in Opposition to Forced Mergers and Consolidations of Local 
Governments in Pennsylvania/PSAT’s Regionalization Resolution 
Maryann Lantz made a motion adopting Resolution No. 2010-17, In Opposition to Forced 
Mergers and Consolidations of Local Governments In Pennsylvania, due to recent debates 



among legislatures of consolidating or potentially eliminating government at the local level; 
Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Request for Approval to Exonerate Tax Collector from Collecting Penalty Rate and Accept 
Flat Rate Payment for 2010 Real Estate Taxes Totaling $33.94 
Mike Sacks made a motion approving the Township Tax Collector’s request for exoneration 
from collecting the penalty rate and accepting the flat rate payment for 2010 Real Estate Taxes 
totaling $33.94; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Mike Sacks made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $110,793.95 
and transfers totaling $120,507.93; Maryann Lantz seconded that motion.  All in favor.   
Vote:  Maryann Lantz, Yes; Mike Sacks, Yes; Steve Wyka, Yes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Wyka recommended cancelling the Board of Supervisors Meeting scheduled for  
August 24, 2010 and meeting again the second week of September, which is September 14, 2010 
at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Mike Sacks made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.; Maryann Lantz seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 
        Township Secretary 


