
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

JUNE 8, 2010 
 

The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Steven C. Wyka, Chairman; Maryann Lantz, Vice Chairman; Michael Sacks, 
Supervisor; Todd von Vital, Esquire, representing the Solicitor; Jill Smith, representing the 
Engineer; Edmund Bender, Zoning/Codes Enforcement Officer; Jennifer Wassell-Bonser, 
Secretary.  Joni McPike, Treasurer was absent from the meeting. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Steven Wyka called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and announced the reading of  
the minutes of the regular meeting of May 25, 2010 would not take place.  Draft copies of those 
minutes were available in the Meeting Hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Supervisor Mike Sacks requested the Board’s consideration to revise the Minutes of the  
regular meeting of May 25, 2010 to include his concerns relative to specific sections of the  
Solar Ordinance as discussed at the May 25th Meeting.  Chairman Wyka explained the  
Township Meeting Minutes should continue to be a brief abstract of the motions of the  
Board and opposed amending the meeting minutes. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the Township Secretary to amend the Minutes of  
the regular meeting of May 25, 2010 by adding the specific sections of concern that were noted 
by Supervisor Mike Sacks relative to the Solar Ordinance and to be re-presented for approval at 
the July 13, 2010 meeting; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  Chairman Steve Wyka opposed the 
motion for revising the minutes in order to keep consistency with the current structure of the 
minutes. 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
Maryann Lantz made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report for the month of May, 2010; 
Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mike Sacks informed the Board and audience in attendance that First Energy has released 
information about the Audit Program for County and Local Governments and Schools for those that 
are electric service customers of Met-Ed.  Mike explained the audit program offers participants up to 
$2,000 in incentives toward conducting energy audits at their facilities in order to identify energy-
saving projects that are supported by First Energy Programs.   
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 



Berks County Commissioner, Christian Leinbach, presented the Board and audience in 
attendance with an update of current events and programs before the county.  Commissioner 
Leinbach stated Longswamp Township is his 45th presentation to-date and that it is his goal to 
brief all 73 of the municipalities within Berks County.  Commissioner Leinbach provided details 
regarding changes currently being undertaken with specific organizations at the county-level, 
such as the Community Re-Entry Center, Office of Aging, and the Veteran’s Affairs Department. 
Commissioner Leinbach also explained the active role and intentions the County Commissioners 
have in the current CTA Study.  He explained the elements regarding the radio systems report  
and the progress being made toward facilitating radio frequencies and channels for emergency 
responders’ radios within the county.  Commissioner Leinbach stated it is the County’s goal to 
finance the cost of radios sets for fire departments in all the municipalities of Berks County by 
leasing them for the fire departments over the next five years. 
 
Commissioner Leinbach addressed questions raised by the Board as well as members of the 
audience in attendance.  Commissioner Leinbach also provided an explanation of brochure 
materials that would be available to residents at the Township Office.  The Board thanked 
Commissioner Christian Leinbach for his presentation and time. 
 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  
Longswamp UCC/Church Street Minor Subdivision – Time Extension for Final Plan 
The Township Engineer informed the Board that the developer for the Longswamp UCC/Church 
Street Minor Subdivision has submitted a time extension request to September 15, 2010 for the 
Board’s consideration.  Jill Smith confirmed this was the developer’s first request for a time 
extension for their Final Plan submission. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion granting a time extension to the developer for the Final Plan of the 
Longswamp UCC/Church Street Minor Subdivision Project to expire on September 15, 2010; 
Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor.   
 
Lutheran Home at Topton Minor Subdivision/Lot Consolidation Plan – Time Extension  
for Final Plan 
The Township Engineer informed the Board that the developer for the Lutheran Home at Topton 
Minor Subdivision/Lot Consolidation has submitted a time extension request to October 31, 
2010 for the Board’s consideration.  Jill Smith confirmed this was the developer’s first request 
for a time extension for their Final Plan submission. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion granting a time extension to October 31, 2010 as requested  
by the developer for the Lutheran Home at Topton Minor Subdivision/Lot Consolidation  
Final Plan; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor.   
 
Gross School Bus – Conditional Plan Approval Extension 
The Township Engineer informed the Board of Supervisors that the time extension previously  
granted by the Board for Gross School Bus’ Conditional Final Plan approval expires June 15, 
2010.  Jill Smith stated that Gross School Bus has addressed all of the outstanding issues with  
the exception of the sewer issue with Topton.  Jill Smith recommended the Board’s consideration 
of a three-month extension for the Gross School Bus Project Conditional Plan Approval. 
Mike Sacks made a motion granting a 3-month time extension to September 15, 2010 for 



Conditional Final Plan approval for the Gross School Bus Depot Project; Maryann Lantz 
seconded the motion.  All in favor.   
 
Township LED Sign Project 
The Township Engineer informed the Board that Signature Sign, Inc. has submitted some of the 
documents necessary in order to comply with the Bid Contract Documents and Specifications  
for the LED Message Sign and Sign Support Structure for the Township Municipal Building.   
Jill Smith also informed the Board that the contractor has offered an optional feature on the 
structure for the Board’s consideration.  Jill explained the option is for an internally-illuminated 
double-face header panel sign in place of the non-illuminated double-face header panel at an 
additional cost of $1,882.00.  The Board indicated that they did not feel the upgrade would be 
necessary at this time, but directed the Township Engineer to research if this was an option that 
would be available in the future if the Board decided to update the sign at a later time.  Jill Smith 
lastly stated the project is anticipated to begin in July. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion for Hanover Engineering to proceed with the contract as awarded to 
Signature Sign, Inc. for the Township LED Message Sign and to not approve the header panel 
sign option; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor.  
 
Membrino Subdivision Plan 
The Township Engineer informed the Board that she completed a cursory review of the plans 
submitted to the Township for the Membrino Subdivision.  Jill Smith explained the plans are for 
a three-lot subdivision located in the Borough of Topton on the south side of Freehall Street 
adjacent to the municipal line with Longswamp Township.  Jill Smith stated there are no issues 
noted upon her review. 
 
ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 
Rohrbach/Bates Dispute 
The Township Zoning Officer informed the Board that he filed a non-traffic citation in  
District Court against Mrs. Barbara Bates for the violation of a set-back issue for a shed that  
Mr. Rohrbach claims is too close to his property.   
 
The Township Zoning Officer updated the Board that he has been in contact with the developer 
and property owner of the Golden Meadows subdivision regarding overgrowth of weeds.   
Ed Bender informed the Board that the developer has not taken care of the weed problem as of 
this date.   
 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing the Township Zoning Officer to pursue legal action 
against the developer of the Golden Meadows subdivision if the overgrowth of weeds is not 
addressed by the property owner by the end of the week; Maryann Lantz seconded that motion.  
All in favor. 
 
The Township Zoning Officer informed the Board of his findings of unregistered rental units at  
a property in the Township.  Ed Bender stated John DeRamos, the property owner of 2140 State 
Street has three rental units with a total of six renters which are un-registered with the Township.  
Ed Bender informed the Board that he has sent the property owner notification that the rental 



units need to be registered.  Ed stated he has also conducted a site visit to the property and left 
notification at the property as well. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion for the Township Zoning Officer to issue a notice of Violation  
to John DeRamos for the rental registration violation at 2140 State Street; Maryann Lantz 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Resolution for Condemnation of Gap Road 
The Township Solicitor presented the Board of Supervisors with the Resolution for 
Condemnation of Gap Road for their review and consideration for adoption.   
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion adopting Resolution No. 2010-11 for Acquisition and  
Condemnation of Fee Title Over Gap Road; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Sunshine Laws Public Meetings Resolution 
The Township Solicitor asked for the Board’s approval to proceed with drafting a Resolution and 
Township Policy for public meeting procedures and public comment procedures in order to be in 
compliance with recent amendments to the Pennsylvania Sunshine Law. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor to proceed with preparing a 
draft Resolution for holding public meetings due to the update of the Pennsylvania Sunshine 
Law; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
RECREATION REPORT 
Chairman Wyka announced that the June Park & Recreation Meeting has been cancelled.   
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 20, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  
 
ROADMASTER REPORT 
Report for May, 2010. 
 
Chairman Wyka announced the Township mower broke recently and that the Public Works 
Department will use liquid fuels money to purchase a replacement. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Follow-up from Tax Collector to Prior Request of Further Action for Second Signature on 
Tax Collector Bank Account 
The Township Secretary provided the Board with an update regarding the Township Tax 
Collector’s progress toward resolving the Board’s request of getting a second signature on  
the Tax Collector bank account. 
 
Appointment of Maryann Lantz as Second Alternate Voting Delegate for Berks County 
Tax Collection Committee 
Mike Sacks made a motion to appoint Maryann Lantz as a Second Alternate Voting Delegate  
for Berks County Tax Collection Committee; Steve Wyka seconded that motion.   
Resolution Appointing Voting Delegate Representative and Alternate(s) to the Berks 



County Tax Collection Committee for 2010 
Mike Sacks made a motion adopting Resolution No. 2010-10 Appointing a Voting Delegate  
Representative and Alternate(s) to the Berks County Tax Collection Committee for 2010;  
Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None at this time. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Mike Sacks made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $56,060.89 
and transfers totaling $44,530.71; Maryann Lantz seconded that motion.  All in favor.   
Vote:  Maryann Lantz, Yes; Mike Sacks, Yes; Steve Wyka, Yes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mike Sacks made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.; Maryann Lantz seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 
        Township Secretary 


