
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

APRIL 27, 2010 
 

The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Steven C. Wyka, Chairman; Maryann Lantz, Vice Chairman; Michael Sacks, 
Supervisor; Jill Nagy, Esquire, representing the Solicitor; Jill Smith, representing the Engineer; 
Edmund Bender, Zoning/Codes Enforcement Officer; Jennifer Wassell-Bonser, Secretary.   
Joni McPike, representing the Treasurer was absent from the meeting. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Steven Wyka called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and recessed the meeting to hold 
the Public Hearing for the Planned Industrial and Medical Residential Campus Overlay District 
Zoning Ordinance Amendments and the Solar Energy System Ordinance as previously 
advertised and announced. 
 
The Township Solicitor explained the details and procedure of holding a Public Hearing in order 
to be compliant with the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code.  Jill Nagy stated the 
hearing is to amend the current Township Zoning Ordinance and will allow for public comment 
regarding the proposed zoning changes to the Township Zoning Ordinance to eliminate the 
Planned Industrial (PI) Overlay District and to create a Medical Residential Campus (MRC) 
Overlay District, as well as for providing provisions for the regulation of Solar Energy Systems 
within the Township.  Jill stated Berks County Planning Commission, as well as the School 
District, and surrounding municipalities were notified of the Public Hearing for the proposed  
text amendments in order to have an opportunity to review and comment on the amendments.  
Jill also confirmed the Ordinances were properly advertised.  It was noted that no written 
comments were received from residents prior to the Public Hearing, as permitted by the Board  
of Supervisors at their last meeting.  Jill lastly stated that residents may wish to voice their 
comments but that would not entail a question and answer session. 
 
The Township Solicitor reviewed the details as outlined in the Solar Ordinance in relation to 
permit requirements, types of systems, and the type of solar usage allowed.  Jill Nagy asked if 
there were any public comments from the audience in attendance.  It was noted there was no 
public comment.  Jill suggested the Board may close the Public Hearing for the Solar Ordinance 
portion of the Public Hearing. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion to close the Public Hearing for the Solar Ordinance portion of the 
Public Hearing; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
The Township Solicitor explained the details of the proposed text amendments of the Township 
Zoning Ordinance and stated there are two separate actions.  Jill Nagy stated the text amend-
ments are to create a Medical Residential Campus (MRC) Overlay District and to remove the 
Planned Industrial (PI) Overlay District, and amend the Township Zoning Map accordingly.   
Jill Nagy stated Berks County Planning Commission, as well as the School District, and 



surrounding municipalities have been notified of the text amendments and public hearing date.  
Jill also stated the properties for the proposed MRC Overlay District were posted with the 
Zoning Notice of the Public Hearing and letters were mailed to the adjacent property owners 
regarding the Public Hearing and proposed text amendments.  Jill re-confirmed the Ordinance 
was properly advertised.  It was noted that no written comments were received from residents 
prior to the Public Hearing as permitted by the Board of Supervisors at their last meeting. 
 
Diakon’s Attorney, Steven Buck, explained the reason Diakon is requesting the Medical 
Residential Campus Overlay is to assist their plan for providing future improvements and 
services at the Topton Lutheran Home site. 
 
Seth Beaver, of Century Engineering, provided a brief overview of the proposed future 
expansion project.  
 
The Project Planning Director for Diakon, Steven Daniels, confirmed the proposed development 
will be completed in stages and will be gauged as market conditions warrant in years to come.  
Seth Beaver also confirmed 70 proposed cottages will be built as market conditions warrant. 
 
A lengthy discussion was held regarding the proposed text amendments with many people in  
the audience asking questions and providing their comments related to Diakon’s request for an 
MRC Overlay District on parcels they own on the south side of Home Road, as well as the tract 
southeast of their main facility.  The representatives of Diakon, the Board of Supervisors, as well 
as the Township Solicitor and Engineer responded to several questions and addressed many of 
the comments received by the audience regarding their concerns related to traffic, noise, and 
potential construction in wetlands posed by future development of these parcels.  Several 
residents also expressed concerns of potential noise issues that may result from ambulances that 
will be located at the new ambulance site on the tract of land to be donated by Diakon to the 
Topton Ambulance Service.  The Board and Township Solicitor, as well as Mr. Daniels, stated 
that any questions and concerns related to the proposed Topton Ambulance Facility should be 
directed to the Topton Ambulance Service. 
 
Chairman Wyka thanked the audience for their attendance as well as their questions and 
comments.  The Board also thanked Diakon for the information they presented. 
 
The Township Solicitor asked if there were any further public comments from the audience in 
attendance.  It was noted there were no further comments. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion to close the Public Hearing for the Zoning text amendments; 
Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Chairman Steven Wyka re-reconvened the regular Board of Supervisors Meeting.  
 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Chairman Wyka announced the reading of the minutes of the regular meeting of April 13, 2010 



would not take place.  Draft copies of those minutes were available in the Meeting Hall. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting of April 13, 2010; 
Mike Sacks seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
None at this time. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chairman Wyka announced that the Township Environmental Advisory Council will be sponsoring 
the third Annual Earth Day Clean-Up on Saturday, May 1, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to Noon and stated 
hand-outs with further details are available at the podium for anyone who is interested in 
participating. 
 
Chairman Wyka also announced that 2010 Berks County Solid Waste Authority Tire Recycling  
Schedules and Community Shredding Event flyers are also available at the podium. 
 
Chairman Wyka lastly stated the 2010 Longswamp Township Map and Guide is available as a 
hand-out for those in attendance. 
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  
Township LED Message Sign and Sign Support Structure Project Bid Award 
It was noted that two bids for the Township LED Message Sign and Sign Support Structure 
Project were received.  The bids received from Signature Sign, Inc. and KC Sign and  
Awnings were reviewed by Hanover Engineering.  The Township Engineer stated there was  
a mathematical error in the bid total received from Signature Signs, but noted they are still  
the low bidder.  Jill Smith noted the correct bid total for the items that are listed is $33,211.00,  
not $33,111.00. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion awarding the contract for the Township LED Message Sign and 
Sign Support Structure to Signature Sign, Inc. at a cost of $33,211.00; Mike Sacks seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
Public Water Supply Permit Application for Community Water System - Municipal Land 
Use Letter Response 
The Township Engineer updated the Board on Hanover Engineering’s review of the Public 
Water Supply Permit Application for the construction of a community water system and 
referenced Hanover Engineering’s letter April 20, 2010.  Jill Smith also confirmed Hanover 
Engineering has issued a request letter to the developer’s consultant for an extension of the 30-
day response deadline in order for the Board to have additional time to review the information. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing the Township Engineer to send a Municipal Land Use 
Response letter to the developer’s consultant and DEP outlining the Township’s comments and 



concerns regarding the proposed community water system; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion. 
All in favor. 
 
Topton Ambulance Facility – Preliminary Plan Approval 
The Township Engineer updated the Board of Supervisors that the Planning Commission passed 
a motion recommending to the Board of Supervisors that the preliminary plan be approved for 
the Topton Ambulance Facility.  The Board of Supervisors tabled approval until the next 
regularly scheduled Board of Supervisors Meeting to be held on May 11, 2010. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion to table approval of the Topton Ambulance Facility Preliminary Plan 
until the next Board of Supervisor’s Meeting to be held on May 11, 2010; Maryann Lantz 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 
None at this time. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Provide Provisions for the Regulation of Solar Energy System Within the Township 
The Township Solicitor suggested the Board consider tabling the adoption of the Solar 
Ordinance until the next regular Board of Supervisors Meeting.   
 
Mike Sacks made a motion to table consideration of the Solar Ordinance for adoption until the 
May 11, 2010 Board of Supervisors Meeting; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Eliminate Planned Industrial (PI) Overlay Zoning District and Create a Medical 
Residential Campus (MRC) Overlay District 
The Township Solicitor reviewed the terms of the zoning text amendments of the Township 
Zoning Ordinance as written and advertised, and explained the details in relation to restrictions 
of future development by Diakon through covenants and restrictions. 
 
The Solicitor presented Ordinance No. 259 for the Board’s final review for adoption. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion adopting Ordinance No. 259 revising the Township Zoning 
Ordinance 2006 to eliminate the Planned Industrial Overlay Zoning District and create a  
Medical Residential Campus Overlay District; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor and Engineer to negotiate 
covenants and restrictions during any potential conditional use hearings regarding a medial 
residential campus; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
 
 
Wastewater Treatment Ordinance 
The Township Solicitor suggested the Board consider tabling the adoption of the Wastewater 
Treatment Ordinance until the next regular Board of Supervisors Meeting.   



 
Maryann Lantz made a motion to table consideration of the Wastewater Treatment Ordinance  
for adoption until the May 11, 2010 Board of Supervisors Meeting; Mike Sacks seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
RECREATION REPORT 
Chairman Wyka announced the date of the May Park & Recreation Meeting as scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 18, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Chairman Wyka also announced the upcoming 6th and 7th Grade Spring Luau Dance will be  
held at Pavilion No. 1 on Friday, May 28, 2010 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. with a $3.00 cover 
charge. 
 
ROADMASTER REPORT 
Road Materials Bid Opening 
It was noted that three Bids for Township Road Materials were received and opened by the 
Board of Supervisors.  Chairman Wyka announced the bids received were from Haines & 
Kibblehouse, Inc., Eastern Industries, Inc.,  and EJB Paving & Materials Company.  It was 
agreed by the Board that the bids would be reviewed by the Township Roadmaster and awarded 
at the next Board of Supervisors Meeting. 
 
Paving Materials: 
 Haines & Kibblehouse $385,300.00 (FOB Plant) 
 Eastern Industries  $317,600.00 (FOB Plant) 
 EJB Paving   $389,800.00 (FOB Plant) 
Quarry/Other Materials 
 Haines & Kibblehouse No Bid 
 Eastern Industries  $84,725.00 
 EJB Paving   $16,000.00 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion to accept bids for road materials from Haines & Kibblehouse, Inc., 
Eastern Industries, Inc., and EJB Paving & Materials Company and to table award of the bid 
until further review and recommendation by the Township Roadmaster; Maryann Lantz 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Willard Strunk informed the Board of Supervisors that there were approximately 
20 residents in attendance at the past School Board Meeting and shared the topics that were 
discussed at that meeting.  Chairman Wyka thanked Mr. Strunk for his update. 
 
Ms. Rose Lamestra requested a member of the Board of Supervisors walk the land intended to 
be further developed by Diakon and asked to be notified of any updates from discussion between 
Diakon, the Township Engineer and Township Solicitor.  Chairman Wyka thanked Ms. Lamestra 



for her concerned and stated one Board member would be able to accommodate that request. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Mike Sacks made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $191,649.53 
and transfers totaling $166,952.51; Maryann Lantz seconded that motion.  All in favor.   
Vote:  Maryann Lantz, Yes; Mike Sacks, Yes; Steve Wyka, Yes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Maryann Lantz made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:57 p.m.; Mike Sacks seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 
        Township Secretary 


