
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

APRIL 23, 2008 
 
 

The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Longswamp 
Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 
7:30 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG. ROLL CALL.
Officials Present:  Donald Siegfried, Chairman; Steven Wyka, Vice Chairman; Maryann Lantz, 
Supervisor; Jill Smith, representing the Engineer; Richard Orwig, Esquire, representing the Solicitor; 
Ed Bender, Zoning Officer and Barbara Ebert, Secretary.  
 
CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Donald Siegfried called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m., and announced the reading of the 
minutes of the regular meeting of April 8, 2008, would not take place.  Draft copies of those minutes 
were available in the meeting hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Steve Wyka made a motion to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting of April 8, 2008; Maryann 
Lantz seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
Steve Wyka made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report for March 2008; Maryann Lantz 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Spring Clean Up Day – Saturday, May 10, 2008 – 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Upper Pavilion Parking Lot  
 
The Chairman gave a special “Thank You” to all of the volunteers who came out on Saturday, April 
19 to assist with the EAC’s Earth Day Clean-Up. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mike Sacks noted that over 40 participants came out to help with the Earth Day Clean-Up event.  He 
gave special recognition to the efforts of the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts and reported that volunteers 
put up bird houses, cleaned up the nature trail in Longswamp Park and picked up trash along Valley 
Road. 
 
Mr. Sacks also brought forward a suggestion from the EAC that the Township works with other local 
townships in collecting lawn waste.  The Chairman acknowledged this suggestion and requested that 
the EAC do additional research and bring back more detailed recommendations to the BOS.  The 
Chairman suggested contact with the Berks County Joint Purchasing Council which contracts for a tub 
grinder which is circulated among participating townships. 
 
Willard Strunk called the Board’s attention to some suspicious activity at the corner of South Park and 
State Street.  The Solicitor recommended that residents call the State Police with their concerns. 
 
Ralph Witcher reported that he has seen very dangerous “drag racing” at speeds over 80 mph along 
Home Road.  He also noted that his dog was hit by a car and 3 other accidents have occurred in the 
area in the past year.  Mr. Witcher suggested a speed bump be placed along Home Road.  The 
Chairman responded that the Township will alert the State Police of the issue and will also contact the 
school district to report this activity and request their assistance.  He also asked the Engineer to review 



the situation and recommend possible “traffic calming” solutions. 
 
Eagle Scout Ryan Dzojko spoke with the BOS about the work still to be completed on the Township’s 
message board.  The Chairman noted that additional locking cabinets will be ordered; an electrician 
will be consulted about lighting the board, landscaping around the board will be done with “patio 
blocks”, a Longswamp Park information sign will be added to the back of the board and a plaque 
commemorating Ryan’s efforts will be placed on the board.  This work is to be coordinated through 
Marybeth Hendley and Scott Miller. 
 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
The Engineer introduced Jason Peters, SEO from Hanover Engineering. 
 
Radcliffe Bros. Minor Subdivision 
Mr. Radcliffe has sent a letter to the BOS withdrawing this subdivision from further consideration. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion accepting the letter of withdrawal for the Radcliffe Bros. Minor 
Subdivision; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
State Street Drainage/Meeting with PennDOT 
The Engineer reported that a meeting was held with PennDOT representatives earlier today to review 
drainage concerns along State Street.  PennDOT noted that some drainage issues along State Street 
will be addressed through the current paving project by leveling and resurfacing the existing road.  
The swale at Locust Street is outside the scope of the paving project, but PennDOT will try to make 
some improvements in the area but they will need to check with the DEP for possible permits required. 
 
At the intersections of Tower Road, Barclay Street and State Street, PennDOT said they would pay for 
a replacement inlet on the southwest corner of the intersection if the Township would complete the 
replacement work.  The possibility of installing an inlet on the southeast corner of the intersection of 
State Street and Tower Road was discussed. PennDOT representatives said it would be the Township’s 
responsibility since the inlet would collect runoff mainly from Township right-of-way.  They also 
stated that if the Township would install the inlet, they would consider installing underdrain along the 
south side of State Street in that area.  The Township will supply dimensions of box to be replaced to 
PennDOT. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing Hanover Engineering to look into requirements for drainage 
improvements at Tower and Barclay; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
PennDOT will also do what they can to alleviate the drainage problem at the Maple Grove parking 
area and Garden Bargainland.  PennDOT has agreed to clean out existing pipes and structures as 
necessary along State Street. 
 
Lick Trucking 
Supervisor Wyka raised concerns about a possible zoning violation at the Lick Property on Mertztown 
Road.  The Solicitor and Engineer will consult with the Zoning Officer on this matter. 
 
Smith Street 
Residents have complained about speeding along Smith Street.  There is currently no speed limit 
posted for Smith Street.  The Engineer reviewed the area in question and found that it does not meet 
the standards for an Urban District.  Therefore the assumed speed limit on the road is 55 mph and a 
traffic study would be required to post the street at a lower speed limit. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing Hanover engineering to proceed with a traffic study for 
Smith Street; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 



 
The Engineer will also review their files to see if a traffic study was done for Home Road in the area 
of concern.  In addition, the Chairman asked the Secretary to send letters to the school district and 
state police asking their assistance in discouraging speeding within the Township  and along Home 
Road and State Street in particular. 
 
Fairchild Street 
The Engineer and Secretary will work together on a letter to the new Board of Commissioners of 
Lower Macungie Township asking their cooperation in restricting truck traffic on Fairchild Street. 
 
ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Highway Occupancy Permit Ordinance 
Maryann Lantz made a motion adopting Ordinance No. 2008-249: Regulating the Opening or 
Excavating of the Township Highways for the Laying of Pipes, Sewers, Drains, Conduits, Poles, 
Wires and the Like or for Repairs Thereto, Requiring Highway  Occupancy Permits Therefore, Fixing 
Requirements for Obtaining Said Highway Occupancy Permits, and Fixing the Amount Therefore:  
Requiring Highway Occupancy Permits for the Erection of Telegraph, Telephone, Electrical Light and 
Other Poles, and Fixing the Fees for Said Highway Occupancy Permits, Regulating the Construction 
of Private Lanes and Entrances into Township Highways, Prohibiting Objectionable Drainage or 
Percolation on or Upon Township Highways, Regulating the Opening or Breaking of the Surface of 
Improved Sidewalks or Curbs, Requiring a Highways Occupancy Permit Therefore, and Fixing the 
Amount Thereof; and Providing Method of Imposing Fines for the Violation of this Ordinance; Steve 
Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Brandywine Heights Area Regional Parks and Recreation Ordinance 
Steve Wyka made a motion adopting Ordinance No. 2008-250: Enacting an Intergovernmental 
Cooperation Agreement Establishing a Regional Recreation Committee Between the Township of 
Longswamp, the Township of Rockland, the Township of District, the Borough of Topton and the 
Brandywine Heights Area School District which shall be called the Brandywine Heights Area 
Regional Parks and Recreation Committee; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion adopting an Intermunicipal Cooperation Agreement for the Establishment 
and Administration of a Regional Recreation Committee; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in 
favor. 
 
LeeBoy Paver 
Maryann Lantz made a motion adopting Ordinance No. 2008-251: Pursuant to the Intergovernmental 
Cooperation Act Providing for Entering into an Inter-Municipal Agreement Between the 
Municipalities of Longswamp Township and Hereford Township, for the Purchase of a new LeeBoy 
8515-PE Paver; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion adopting an Inter-Municipal Cooperation Agreement for Purchase of a 
New LeeBoy 8515-PE Paver; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Executive Session 
The BOS broke for an Executive Session at 8:36 p.m. 
After a brief discussion of codes violations, the BOS reconvened their meeting at 8:42 p.m. 
No action was taken. 
 
Gross School Bus 
Developer was required to apply for a supplemental Highway Occupancy Permit which has been 



issued by PennDOT; however, issues raised by the Engineer, Solicitor and BOS may not have been 
taken into consideration by PennDOT when they issued the permit. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing the Township Engineer and Solicitor to prepare and send a 
letter to PennDOT appealing the issuance of the Highway Occupancy Permit without consideration of 
Township concerns; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Indemnification Agreement – Topton Ambulance 
The Solicitor presented a draft indemnification agreement between the Township and Topton 
Ambulance Assn. for the temporary storage of an ambulance in the Township pole building.   
 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing the Indemnification Agreement between Longswamp 
Township and the Topton Ambulance Association for the temporary storage of an ambulance in the 
Township pole building; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
RECREATION REPORT – Steve Wyka 
Next Meeting – May 20, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 
Approval for Purchase of Waste & Smoking Receptacles 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing the purchase of Smoking and Waste Receptacles at a cost of 
$657.90 plus freight from Global Industrial; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ROADMASTER REPORT
None at this time 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Jason Peters of Hanover Engineering requested that dumping of fill at the Mertztown Rod and Gun 
Club be temporarily discontinued until perc tests are completed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Request to Refer Delinquent Account to Collections 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing the Solicitor to proceed with collection proceedings against 
Mr. Jeffrey Marks; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Employee Training Request (Ed Bender - IFC 101 International Fire Code Essentials) 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing Ed Bender to attend “IFC 101 International Fire Code 
Essentials” training, 5/20-22/08, at a cost of $295.00; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in 
favor. 
 
Road Materials Bids 
Bids for Road Materials, received from Eastern Industries, EJB Paving & Materials and Bechtelsville 
Asphalt Division of Haines & Kibblehouse, Inc. were opened by the BOS. 
Paving Materials: 
 Eastern Industries $372,000 (FOB Plant) 
 Bechtelsville Asphalt $334,000 (FOB Plant) 
 EJB Paving  $351,000 (FOB Plant) 



Quarry/Other Materials 
 Eastern Industries $87,650 
 Bechtelsville Asphalt No Bid 
 EJB Paving  No Bid 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion accepting bids from Eastern Industries, Bechtelsville Asphalt and EJB 
Paving for paving and quarry materials for review; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion awarding quarry and coldpatch materials to Eastern Industries; Maryann 
Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Letter of Support for Wildlands Conservancy 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the signing a letter of support for the Wildlands 
Conservancy for a grant application for Little Lehigh Creek Headwaters Outreach and Restoration 
Project; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Discuss Purchase of Postage Machine for Municipal Office 
Some preliminary materials were presented to the BOS in regard to the purchase of a postage meter for 
the Township office.  Additional pricing information will be gathered for future discussion by the 
BOS. 
 
Secretary Replacement 
There was some discussion among the BOS concerning the announcement that the Secretary will be 
leaving the Township upon the sale of her home.  The Chairman suggested that the Township hire a 
consultant to review the current staffing situation and report to the BOS with an objective suggestion 
for future staffing.  He suggested Keystone Municipal Services which worked with Topton Borough in 
supplying a temporary manager.  Mr. Wyka suggested that an outside consultant may not be necessary 
and that interviews with current staff may resolve the issues.  Discussion will continue. 
 
RECORD NOTES
None at this time 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS
Maryann Lantz made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $73,129.57 and 
transfers totaling $65,964.18; Steve Wyka seconded that motion.  Roll Call Vote:  Maryann Lantz, 
Yes; Don Siegfried, Yes; Steve Wyka, Yes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mike Sacks questioned some construction activity that appeared to be taking place at the Grande site 
(Estates of Sutherland).  The Township Engineer noted that the work on the site, including 
construction of a temporary driveway is related to the UGI pipeline installation project. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS
 
ADJOURNMENT
Steve Wyka made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:42 p.m.; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion. 
 All in favor. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Barbara K. Ebert 



Township Secretary 
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