
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

APRIL 14, 2009 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:30 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Donald Siegfried, Chairman; Steven Wyka, Vice Chairman; Maryann Lantz, 
Supervisor; Jill Smith, representing the Engineer; Jill Nagy, Esquire, representing the Solicitor; 
Joni McPike, Treasurer; Ed Bender, Zoning/Codes Enforcement Officer; Jennifer Wassell-
Bonser, Secretary; MaryBeth Hendley, Director – Park & Recreation Commission; and  
Scott Miller, Roadmaster. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Donald Siegfried called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m., and announced the reading 
of the minutes of the regular meeting of March 10, 2009, would not take place.  Draft copies of 
those minutes were available in the Meeting Hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Maryann Lantz made a motion to approve the Minutes of the regular meeting of March 10, 
2009; Steve Wyka seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
Steve Wyka made a motion to accept a revised Treasurer’s Report for the month of January, 
2009 as well as the Treasurer’s Report for the months of February and March, 2009 in addition 
to accepting the current Accounts Receivable Status Report; Maryann Lantz seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chairman Siegfried announced that after-hours appointments are available for anyone needing to 
pick up permits or tend to any type of township business outside of the normal Township Office 
hours of 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Donald suggested any residents who need to conduct business 
after-hours simply call the Township Staff to schedule a specific time to meet. 
 
Chairman Donald Siegfried announced there was an Executive Session of the Board of  
Supervisors held from approximately 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Friday, April 3, 2009 to  
discuss personnel issues.   
 
Chairman Siegfried also announced an Executive Session was held prior to the regular scheduled  
Board of Supervisors meeting from approximately 7:05 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to discuss pending  
litigation. 
 
Donald lastly announced that the Township Environmental Advisory Council will be sponsoring  
an Earth Day Clean-Up on Saturday, April 18th from 9:00 a.m. to Noon for cleaning up the 

nature  
trail behind the Township Building as well as cleaning up trash along Mertztown Road.  



  
Don invited anyone who is interested in participating in the clean-up to meet at the upper  
pavilion of the Township Park where the EAC members will be distributing work gear. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Preston Boyer requested information on the road construction work that was done along 
Barclay Street near Winchester Lane last Summer.  Mr. Boyer raised his continued concerns of 
drainage problems which are causing additional water on his property as well as a potential 
mosquito problem from the standing water.  Mr. Boyer requested an additional review of the area 
be conducted due to the standing water on his property.  The Township Engineer explained that 
she has discussed this issue with the Township Roadmaster and it is both their opinion that the 
work completed along Barclay Street was done to correct the problems of the roadside swales 
which were not properly conveying the runoff to the downstream system and the runoff on the 
west side which was ponding in the swales and flowing across Barclay Street to the east side.   
It was noted that it is typical to keep runoff within roadside swales and not allow it to flow 
across a roadway.  The Board of Supervisors suggested Hanover Engineering and the Township 
Roadmaster conduct another site visit in order to re-evaluate the area as well as research the 
existing conditions and stormwater design for the subdivision developed in that immediate area. 
 
A question was raised by a concerned resident regarding regulations for dirt bikes and atv use on 
trails on property within the township.  He specifically noted his concern about the excessive 
noise and dirt caused by the disregard of the bikers riding at all hours of the day and night.  
Chairman Siegfried requested the Township Solicitor to review the Township regulations to see 
how the situation should be addressed.  Mr. Siegfried also made a suggestion to the resident to 
submit a formal complaint form to the Township Zoning Officer.    
 
Lt. Thomas G. McDaniel, of the Pennsylvania State Police Reading Barracks, provided the 
Board of Supervisors with a monthly incident report listing the location as well as the date and 
time of incidents within the township.  He also submitted a crash and crime trends report for the 
past quarter.  Lt. McDaniel explained the three major locations for service during the quarter 
were Bear Creek for issues such as stolen skis then indicated Mountain Village being the second 
major part of the report for issues such as forgery and lastly speeches were conducted at the 
Brandywine High School making up the third largest part of his report.  Lt. McDaniel informed 
the Board of Supervisors of a recent major drug arrest made on South Park Avenue and also 
suggested measures for residents to consider in regard to credit card fraud prevention.   
Lt. McDaniel also reviewed the theft rate of Longswamp Township as being a low burglary rate 
with only two burglaries within 114 days with the exception of Bear Creek Ski Resort. 
 
Mr. Preston Boyer raised a concern and question regarding large groups of bicyclists ignoring 
the rules of the road in the township and made a request to Lt. McDaniel to be aware of the 
problem.  Lt. Thomas McDaniel offered to forward Mr. Boyer’s concerns to his department and 
informed the Board that citations are issued to those found in violation of rules of the road in 
order to help change behavior and to help prevent accidents.  
 
Mr. Rob Kohler thanked Lt. McDaniel for the extra police presence in front of the Longswamp 
Township Elementary School and requested their presence to continue. 
 
 



 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  
Gross School Bus Final Plan 
The Township Engineer informed the Board of Supervisors that at their April Meeting,  
the Planning Commission reviewed the plans for the Gross School Bus and recommended  
Final Conditional Plan approval be granted for the Gross School Bus Service Plan. 
 
Jill Smith referred to a letter dated December 5, 2007 from Applied Surveying Technologies 
requesting waivers from SALDO Section 619 regarding placing of monuments where existing 
monuments or markers have been found.  The specific waivers being requested are: 
 

• Section 619.B.1:  monuments shall be placed at all corners and angle points of the 
boundary of the original tract to be subdivided.  A waiver is requested for locations 
where existing survey markers have been found. 

• Section 619.B.4:  monuments shall be placed at other locations along streets as deemed 
necessary by the Township.  A waiver is requested to set a metal marker in place of a 
concrete monument along the northern right-of-way of State Street at the eastern 
boundary of the Moll property due to an existing wood curb. 

 
The Township Engineer informed the Board at a previous meeting, the Planning Commission 
passed a motion recommending the waivers be granted. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion granting a waiver to Gross School Bus for SALDO Section 
619.B.1 and 619.B.4 regarding the monuments as outlined in Applied Survey Technologies letter 
dated December 5, 2007, and as recommended by the Planning Commission; Steve Wyka 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion granting Gross School Bus Conditional Final Plan approval per 
the Township Engineer’s letters dated December 30, 2008 and January 5, 2009 and Great Valley 
Consultants’ review letter of March 4, 2009 regarding the water and sewer service to be provided 
to the site by Topton Borough; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
The Township Solicitor informed the Board of Supervisors that there has been no progress on 
the proposed water and sewer agreements between Topton and the Township and questioned the 
Board on how they would like to proceed.  Jill Nagy also informed the Board that DEP is 
questioning the outstanding issues as well.  Chairman Siegfried suggested the Township 
Solicitor send a letter to the Borough of Topton requesting an update on the outstanding water 
and sewer agreements. 
 
Mrs. Sodano, 759 Walker Road, addressed the Board regarding the proposed turn-around on 
Walker Road.  Steve Wyka informed Mrs. Sodano that the Township has come to an agreement 
with the affected property owners on how the turn-around will be constructed and noted that the 
Township will maintain ownership of the road and that Walker Road would not be vacated.   
Mrs. Sodano questioned why she was not notified regarding the creation of the turn-around since 
she lives past the end of Walker Road and would be affected if the road was vacated.  The 
Township Engineer and Solicitor stated their intentions were to notify everyone on Walker Road 
who would be affected and apologized if they omitted anyone.  Chairman Siegfried explained 
that the Township works with Berks County in order to get a complete, clear listing of addresses 



of residents on public roads as well as private roads and apologized as well. 
ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 
Mr. Christian Barbu, informed the Board of his recent discussions with the Township Zoning 
Officer regarding his new ownership of the Shamrock Hotel, his intention to improve the 
property’s appearance and his desire to use the property for apartments.  Mr. Barbu asked for 
direction on how to proceed in determining the maximum number of apartments that would be 
allowed and if he would need a variance for changing the use or for increasing the number of 
apartments.  The Township Engineer noted that this issue was discussed at a previous BOS 
meeting and it was recommended at that time that Mr. Barbu submit a description of exactly 
what he wants to do in writing to the Township Zoning Officer so the Zoning Officer can make 
an official determination on the matter.  It would then be determined based on the information 
submitted if any variances are required and/or if a land development plan is necessary.   
 
Ed Bender explained there is a situation regarding an unregistered rental unit owned by  
Mr. Sauder at 45 N. Forrest Road.  Mr. Sauder confirmed he did not register the unit as a  
rental property since it is being occupied by his son.  The Township Solicitor suggested that  
he register the unit and pay the $75.00 fee but not have the Township inspect the unit due to the 
fact his son is occupying it.  Chairman Siegfried clarified the unit would need to be inspected if 
Mr. Sauder’s son moves out and the unit is re-rented to someone else in the future.  Mr. Sauder 
noted it was their intention to have his son buy the property from him.  Donald confirmed that 
Mr. Sauder should stop by the Township Office to register the unit. 
 
Ed Bender informed the Board of the new Home Improvement Act which would require a 
contractor to have a signed contract with the property owner for work to be performed in their 
home listing the contractor’s registration number of the state. 
 
The Township Zoning Officer informed the Board of Supervisors that 27 tires have been dumped 
within the Township on Borough property. 
 
Ed Bender also informed the Board of two Notices of Violations that he has issued for tractor 
trailers being parked in residential areas.  Ed also informed the Board that one of the violators is 
interested in constructing a building to house their truck. 
 
Mr. Bender announced the new sprinkler regulations are proposed to go into law and that there is 
a hearing scheduled for April 22, 2009.  Ed stated he recently submitted a letter to the UCC on 
behalf of the Board reflecting their view of the proposed code change.  The letter notes that the 
residents of the Township utilize on-lot water and that it would not be feasible for a 
municipality, such as Longswamp, to comply with the proposed changes. 
 
Ed Bender informed the Board that he was contacted by Tim Zimmerman regarding the proposed 
relocation of his driveway.  Mr. Zimmerman wanted to know if the proposed location is 
acceptable prior to recording the easement.  Ed noted he has verified the required site distance 
has been met at the new location based on the 25 mph speed limit established on Locust Street.  
The Township Engineer noted that the Township Zoning Officer should determine if all the 
requirements of the Township Ordinances have been met and issue or deny the permit based on 
his findings.  The Township Solicitor also suggested the Roadmaster evaluate the area with Ed  
as well. 
 



 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Locust Street Speed Limit Ordinance 
The Township Solicitor distributed the Ordinance Designating a Portion of Locust Street (T-896) 
for a Maximum Speed Limit of 25 mph Within The Township With Appropriate Signage and 
Providing Fines and Violations Thereto for the Board’s final review and consideration for 
adoption.  The Solicitor referred to Scott Miller, Roadmaster, and made a recommendation that 
the Public Works Department install the proper signage upon the adoption of the Ordinance.  
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion adopting Ordinance No. 2009-257, Designating a Portion of 
Locust Street (T-896) for a Maximum Speed Limit of 25 mph Within The Township With 
Appropriate Signage and Providing Fines and Violations Thereto; Steve Wyka seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor to issue a letter to Topton 
Borough requesting them to provide an update on the status of the proposed sewer agreements 
and payments of surcharges; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
RECREATION REPORT  
Donald Siegfried announced the next Park & Recreation Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,  
April 21, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Discussion of Topton Pool Donation 
Chairman Siegfried explained that Longswamp Township has donated $3,000 annually to the 
Topton Pool in order for residents of the Township to receive a discount for their pool pass 
purchase.  The Board discussed discontinuing the yearly donation in lieu of reimbursing 
township residents who purchase a pool pass for the difference. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion to discontinue the agreement with Topton Borough for 
discounted pool tickets and to just reimburse Longswamp Township residents who purchase 
tickets for the difference; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approve 2009 Field Utilization Agreements for BYBA and BGSL 
Steve Wyka made a motion approving the 2009 Sports Agreements for BYBA and BGSL; 
Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
BYBA 
Mr. Brett Fulton, Vice President of BYBA, made a request to the Board to grant an exemption 
of the provision that restricts the Baseball Association from being able to use the lower field of 
the Township Park while Pavilion #1 is being used.  The Township Park & Recreation Director 
stated she has already contacted the resident who has reserved Pavilion #1 on Saturday, June 27, 
2009 to confirm there wouldn’t be a conflict with her pavilion rental which co-insides with the 
BYBA using the field for their Senior Boy’s tournament fundraiser.  Mr. Fulton apologized for 
not notifying the Township of their field reservation dates earlier in the year so as to not 
inconvenience anyone during pavilion rental season.  Chairman Siegfried suggested the Baseball 
Association simply notify the Township earlier in the future to avoid any future conflict. 
 
 



 
Rob Kohler/Hunsicker’s Grove 
The Township Solicitor informed the Board of Supervisors of her conversation with 
Commissioner Barnhart on April 7, 2009 in order to continue discussion on the Township’s 
behalf regarding the future of Hunsicker’s Grove.  The Solicitor also informed the Board that  
the Commissioner is interested in meeting with them and the Berks County Parks & Recreation 
Director prior to the end of Summer.  Steve Wyka questioned the costs involved in the possible 
acquisition of Hunsicker’s Grove and creating soccer fields along with the potential of grant 
money.  Jill Nagy suggested relief could be absorbed through grants.  Rob Kohler informed  
the Board that the Topton Soccer Club would be making a vote of their continued interest of 
Hunsicker’s Grove on April 15, 2009.  Chairman Siegfried also referred to a letter dated  
March 31, 2009 from the Board to the Topton Soccer Club expressing the Board’s feelings 
regarding the Soccer Club helping to absorb some costs as well as donating manpower to help 
maintain the potential soccer fields.  The Board concluded by authorizing the Township Solicitor 
to set up a meeting with the County Commissioners as well as the Berks County Parks & 
Recreation Director in order to potentially take the next steps toward acquiring Hunsicker’s 
Grove. 
 
Pavilion Rental Announcement 
Chairman Siegfried announced Township Park Pavilion rentals would be available to township 
residents beginning the first available week-day in February of each year in order to help 
alleviate the number of rentals coming in within the first month of the year. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion for Township Park Pavilion rentals to be taken starting the first 
available week-day in February of each year; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approval for Director – Park & Recreation Commission, for Summer Work Hours 
Mary Beth Hendley made a request to the Board for Summer work hours of 8:00 a.m. to  
4:30 p.m. in order to accommodate the upcoming Summer Playground Program while continuing 
assisting with permits.  The Board of Supervisors granted the summer work hours requested by 
Mary Beth Hendley. 
 
ROADMASTER REPORT 
Report for March, 2009. 
 
Approval for Joint Co-Op Purchase of Hydraulic Press 
Steve Wyka made a motion to approve the joint co-op purchase of a hydraulic press;  
Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor.  Scott Miller confirmed there is a possibility 
that the purchase may be split 4 ways with the potential to be split 5 ways. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Approval to Purchase Bookshelves for Township’s Library Area  
Maryann Lantz made a motion to approve the purchase of additional bookshelves for the 
Township’s Library area at an estimated cost not to exceed $250; Steve Wyka seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
 



 
NEW BUSINESS 
Discuss Potential Board of Supervisors Meeting Time Change 
Maryann Lantz made a motion changing the start time of the Board of Supervisors Meetings 
from 7:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. effective April 28, 2009; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.   
All in favor. 
 
Requests from Brandywine Community Library & Topton Arts Alliance Publicity 
Committee for Township Newsletter Space 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing a request made by both the Brandywine Community 
Library and the Topton Arts Alliance Committee for putting ads in the upcoming Township 
Newsletter based on the discretion of the Township Secretary of space availability;  
Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approval of Joint Township Co-Op Meeting Minutes of March 12, 2009 
Steve Wyka made a motion to approve the Joint Township Co-Op Meeting Minutes of the 
meeting held on March 12, 2009; Maryann Lantz seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approval for Township Secretary to Sign Acceptance of Service for 2009 Judicial  
(Free & Clear) Tax Sale 
The Board of Supervisors approved the Township Secretary to sign an Acceptance of Service for 
2009 Judicial (Free & Clear) Tax Sale Form.  
 
Approval to Purchase DVD Training Course for Microsoft PowerPoint 2007 
Steve Wyka made a motion to approve a request made by the Township Treasurer to purchase  
a DVD Training Course for Microsoft PowerPoint 2007; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  
All in favor. 
 
Township Employees Educational Training Request 
Maryann Lantz made a motion to approve a training request made by Ed Bender, Township 
Zoning & Codes Enforcement Officer, to attend “PENNDOC Preparing For & Withstanding  
a Labor & Industry Accessibility Audit” on April 29, 2009 at the Northampton Community 
College in Bethlehem, PA with a total registration cost of $145.00 plus travel expenses;  
Steve Wyka seconded the motion. All in favor. 
 
RECORD NOTES 
None at this time. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Maryann Lantz made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $124,408.60 
and transfers totaling $129,833.54; Steve Wyka seconded that motion.  All in favor.   
Roll Call Vote:  Maryann Lantz, Yes; Don Siegfried, Yes; Steve Wyka, Yes. 



BOARD COMMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Steve Wyka made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:17 p.m.; Maryann Lantz seconded the 
motion.  All in favor.
 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 
        Township Secretary 


