
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

DECEMBER 13, 2011 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Steven C. Wyka, Chairman; Maryann Lantz, Vice Chairman; Michael Sacks, 
Supervisor; Jill Nagy, Esquire, representing the Solicitor; Jill Smith, representing the Engineer; 
David Fatzinger, Treasurer; and Jennifer Wassell-Bonser, Secretary. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Steven C. Wyka called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and announced the reading  
of the minutes of the regular meetings of November 9, 2011 would not take place.  Draft copies 
of both those minutes were available in the Meeting Hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Mike Sacks made a motion to approve the Minutes of the regular meetings of November 9, 
2011; Maryann Lantz seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
Chairman Wyka reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November, 2011 as presented 
to the Board. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion accepting the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November, 2011 
subject to further review; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Formal Approval/Adoption of 2012 Township Budget 
Chairman Wyka reviewed the 2012 Township Budget as provided for the Board of Supervisor’s 
final consideration for adoption.  Chairman Wyka informed the audience in attendance that the 
Board has reviewed alternatives related to healthcare costs to the Township for providing 
healthcare benefits to Township Staff.  Steve explained that based on the review, healthcare 
benefits for current employees will remain intact as-is and noted that future new employees will 
be required to co-pay a portion of the costs for healthcare benefits provided by the Township.   
It was noted that the Board members had varying views related to considerations of co-payments 
of healthcare benefits by Township employees.  It was also noted that the benefits package 
received by Township Employees is in lieu of higher compensation packages and to keep 
perspective on the benefits package in relation to the salaries offered.  The Board also received 
suggestions and responded to questions and comments received from members of the audience 
in attendance regarding co-payments and the associated costs to the Township for healthcare 
benefits provided to Township Staff. 
 
The Township Solicitor provided the Board with their options on how they could proceed at this 
time, which included modifying the budget which would require the Township to re-advertise 
the proposed budget or approving the 2012 Township Budget for adoption as presented. 
Mike Sacks made a motion to modify the 2012 Township Budget and re-advertise for adoption 



as required; there was no second motion noted. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion accepting and adopting the 2012 Township Budget as presented; 
Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  Mike Sacks opposed the motion. 
 
Approval/Adoption of Tax Resolution for 2012 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing advertisement of the Township Tax Resolution 
Fixing the Tax Rate for 2012 as required for three consecutive weeks for the Board’s 
consideration for adoption at the Board of Supervisors Meeting scheduled to be held on  
January 10, 2012; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chairman Wyka announced the Township Office will be closed in observance of the Holidays  
beginning Friday, December 23, 2011 and will re-open with regular business hours of 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. on Monday, January 3, 2012. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Bruce Latshaw, Supervisor from District Township, informed the Board of Supervisors that 
District Township will be opening their Agricultural Security Area in January and is requesting 
any residents of Longswamp Township whose parcels extend into District Township to submit 
their application at that time. 
 
A resident of Woodside Avenue addressed the Board in relation to concerns and her 
understanding of the cost associated with the required sewer inspection per the recent notice 
received from the Township.  The resident expressed her willingness to comply with the 
inspection requirement, but noted her sewer system had been inspected at the time her home  
was built in 1999.  Chairman Wyka explained DEP’s recent requirement establishing rules  
and regulations for those residents within the Township who are connected to the Borough of 
Topton’s sanitary sewer facility be inspected for illegal connections.  The Township Engineer 
also explained the purpose of the inspections and details of the procedure and provided examples 
of what is considered an illegal connection.  The resident also raised concerns regarding 
exemptions.  Chairman Wyka stated there were no exemptions noted in the Resolution but  
would have the Township Staff verify their records in order to confirm if any exemptions have 
been provided.  Chairman Wyka concluded by stating that payment arrangements can be made 
for residents in the event of a financial hardship. 
 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  
East Penn Manufacturing – Topton Facility – Parking Expansion – Approval of Wavier for 
Preliminary/Final Plan 
The Township Engineer addressed a waiver request as received from East Penn Manufacturing 
which was reviewed at the December Planning Commission Meeting.  Jill Smith informed  
the Board of Supervisors that the plan was submitted as a Preliminary/Final Plan but is actually 
classified as a Major Land Development Plan requiring Preliminary and Final Plans to be 
submitted and reviewed separately in accordance with the Township SALDO.  Jill stated  
East Penn Manufacturing has submitted a wavier request of SALDO Section 302.C to not have  
to submit a separate Preliminary and Final Plan for the Topton Facility Parking Expansion.   
Jill informed the Board of Supervisors that the Planning Commission has reviewed the plan  
as a Preliminary/Final Plan and recommended the waiver be granted and allow the project to  



be classified and reviewed as such. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion granting a waiver of SALDO Section 302.C allowing the  
East Penn Manufacturing Parking Expansion project to be classified and reviewed as a 
Preliminary/Final Plan; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Fees Incurred for Township Professional Services  
Chairman Wyka clarified the Township’s policy related to responses provided by the  
Township Professionals to questions raised by residents at a Board of Supervisors Meeting.  
Steve explained that questions asked by individuals at a Board Meeting are provided with no  
fee to residents, but noted associated fees for additional research by the Township Professionals 
beyond a Board Meeting will be the responsibility of the individual who initiated their services. 
 
ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 
LTL Consultants, Ltd. Report for October 27, 2011 to November 30, 2011 
Chairman Wyka reviewed the activities as noted in the Zoning and Codes Enforcement Report 
for the period of October 27, 2011 to November 30, 2011. 
 
Approval to Cite Unresponsive Rental Enforcements 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing approval to the Township Zoning Officer to cite 
unresponsive rental enforcements as deemed necessary; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  
All in favor. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Sewer Regulation Resolution 
The Township Solicitor reviewed the Sewer Regulation Resolution as presented for the Board of 
Supervisors final review and explained details of establishing rules and regulations for those 
properties within the Township connected to the Topton Borough Wastewater Treatment 
Facility.  Jill Nagy reviewed permit requirements, specifically as related to Significant Industrial 
Users proposing to connect to or to contribute to the Borough of Topton’s sanitary sewer system. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing adoption of Resolution No. 2011-18, Setting Forth 
Regulations for Direct and Indirect Contributors to the Borough of Topton Wastewater 
Treatment Facility; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Water Conservation/Well Ordinance 
The Township Solicitor reviewed the draft Water Conservation/Well Ordinance and noted 
details are forthcoming by the Township Engineer for inclusion in the Ordinance.  Jill noted that 
regulations previously setforth by DEP and the Delaware River Basin Commission apply.   
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor and Engineer to continue 
working on the Ordinance for the Board’s consideration for adoption; Mike Sacks seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
RECREATION REPORT 
Chairman Wyka announced the date of the December Park & Recreation Commission Meeting  
as scheduled for Tuesday, December 20, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the upstairs Conference Room of  



the Township Municipal Building. 
 
Chairman Wyka reviewed the Township Park & Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes for 
October 18, 2011 as presented to the Board. 
 
ROADMASTER REPORT 
Chairman Wyka reviewed the Township Roadmaster’s Report for November, 2011 to the 
audience in attendance. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
2012 Electricity Procurement Update/Approval 
Mike Sacks made a motion approving a 24-month Electricity Agreement with Constellation 
Energy; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approval for Distribution of Township Employee Manual 
Mike Sacks made a motion approving distribution of the Township Employee Manuals to the 
Township Staff; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Sewage Enforcement On-Lot Sewage Permit/Sewage Management Program Reports & 
Notices of Violation Updates 
None at this time. 
 
Brandywine Heights Area School District 2012-2013 Budget Presentation Request 
Chairman Wyka reviewed a request from the Brandywine Heights Area School District asking to 
make a presentation at an upcoming Board of Supervisors as it pertains to the school’s budget 
planning process for the 2012/2013 school year.   
 
Mike Sacks made a motion approving a request made by representatives of the Brandywine 
Heights Area School District to make a presentation regarding the school’s budget planning 
process for the 2012/2013 school year upon the adjournment of the Board of Supervisors 
Meeting on January 10, 2012; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Crime Alert Berks County Donation Request 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing a donation in the amount of $250.00 be submitted to the 
Crime Alert Berks County Organization; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion. 
 
Topton Volunteer Fire Co. Compliance Audit Report From Auditor General 
Chairman Wyka informed the audience in attendance that the Compliance Audit Report for the 
period of January 1, 2007 through December 31, 2009 regarding the Topton Volunteer Fire 
Company has been received from the Auditor General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and is on file at the Township Office for review during normal Township Office hours. 
 
 
 
Long & Barrell Audit Recommendations 
Mr. Jack Long, representative from the Township Auditor Firm, addressed the Board of 
Supervisors and provided details and recommendations of exit findings as outlined on Long & 



Barrell’s report dated December 5, 2011.  Mr. Long noted there was nothing outstanding and 
provided the report on the Township financial records maintained by the former Treasurer for the 
period including January 1, 2011 through June 30, 2011 for the Supervisors further review.   
 
Mr. Long also confirmed the Tax Collector audit has been completed as well and noted there 
were a few outstanding minor items and that improvements have been made for the period.   
Mr. Long concluded by offering his continued consultation services to the new Township 
Treasurer as necessary. 
 
Delaware River Basin Commission Notice of Applications Received 
Chairman Wyka reviewed a Notice of Applications Received (NAR) from the Delaware River 
Basin Commission.  Steve explained the update is to notify the Township that an application to 
renew the approval of existing discharge and approve the expansion of the Topton Borough 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Project is under review by the Commission.  Steve suggested the 
Township submit their comments as related to the project’s impacts on water and related land 
resources.  The Township Solicitor suggested, as a minimum, the comment letter should include 
notification that the Township does not intend to require mandatory connections to the 
Borough’s sanitary sewer system for future development in the Township. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the Township Engineer to submit comments to the 
Delaware River Basin Commission on behalf of the Township as related to the Topton Borough 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Project proposal; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approve Participation in the 2011 Municipal Recycling Grant Program/Signature for 2010 
Municipal Recycling Program Performance Grant Application 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing approval for the Township to continue their 
participation in the 2011 Municipal Recycling Performance Grant Program as well as 
authorizing signature of the 2010 Municipal Recycling Program Performance Grant Application; 
Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approval to Advertise 2012 Township Meeting Schedule and Holiday/Office Closings 
Schedule 
Maryann Lantz made a motion approving the 2012 Township Meeting Schedule and Holiday/ 
Office Closings Schedule for advertising as presented; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in 
favor. 
 
Name Temporary Township Chairman and Secretary for 2012 Re-Organization Meeting 
Maryann Lantz made a motion appointing Mike Sacks as Temporary Township Chairman  
and Jennifer Wassell-Bonser as Temporary Township Secretary for the 2012 Re-Organization 
Meeting; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  Mike Sacks abstained.  Maryann Lantz and  
Steve Wyka in favor. 
 
 
 
Topton Ambulance Request 
David and Cheryl Reppert, representing the Topton Ambulance Service, provided the Board  
of Supervisors with details related to a recent meeting held between the Ambulance Staff and 
Supervisor Maryann Lantz and the Township Treasurer.  David Reppert provided details of the 



Topton Ambulance Service’s proposal of constructing a new building.  David reviewed 
construction phases in addition to outlining details regarding funding the construction of the 
building.  David requested the Board’s consideration of approving the Township as a co-signer 
for a loan on behalf of the Ambulance Service so that they can secure a lower interest rate.  
David confirmed the loan amount would be for approximately $800,000.00.   
 
Chairman Wyka and the Township Solicitor reviewed the Township’s legal obligations which 
included collateral limitations and necessary procedures which would need to be adhered to via 
Ordinance.  Jill Nagy explained requirements related to the necessity of creating a Bond Council 
which is responsible for over-seeing the co-signatory and costs incurred to the Township.  Jill 
also provided details of limitations subject to the Debt Act in order to be in compliance with the 
DCED. 
 
Chairman Wyka shared his concerns of exposing the Township’s Taxpayers to any type of 
financial liability that may result from co-signing on a loan for any entity.  Steve clarified that 
the Topton Ambulance would need to agree to incur the costs associated with researching 
alternative options. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor to pursue the Bond Council’s 
consideration of providing their services gratis in order to research alternatives to the Township 
co-signing a loan for the Topton Ambulance Service; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  All in 
favor.  
 
Township Emergency Shelter 
Supervisor Mike Sacks reviewed details as discussed at the recent Joint Public Safety Committee 
Meeting related to emergency procedures and providing warming stations to residents in the 
event of an emergency.  Mike noted that warming stations would be opened by Emergency 
Management providers at the Topton Volunteer Fire Company, and confirmed that the Township 
Municipal Building would manned by Red Cross personnel in eight-hour increments as 
necessary during an emergency situation. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Mike Sacks made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $152,524.44 for the 
period of November 10, 2011 through December 12, 2011; Maryann Lantz seconded that 
motion. All in favor. 
 
Vote:  Maryann Lantz, Yes; Mike Sacks, Yes; Steve Wyka, Yes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Wyka wished everyone Happy Holidays who was in attendance at the meeting and 
recommended cancelling the Board of Supervisors Meeting scheduled for December 27, 2011 
and meeting again the second week of January, which is January 10, 2012 at 7:00 p.m.  
 



Mike Sacks made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 p.m.; Maryann Lantz seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 
        Township Secretary 


