
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

DECEMBER 10, 2019 

The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted. 

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL 
Officials Present: Michael Sacks, Chairman; Randy Sicher, Vice Chairman; Joyce Marin, 
Supervisor; Chris Hoffman, representing the Township Solicitor; Jill Smith, representing the 
Engineer; Steve Wyka, Operations Administrator; Joni McPike, Treasurer.  
Secretary/Administrator, Jennifer Wassell-Bonser, was absent from the meeting. 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Sacks called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.    

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Randy Sicher made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of September 10, 
2019 as presented.  Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

Randy Sicher made a motion to approve the minutes of the special meeting re Topton 
Ambulance of February 14, 2019.  Joyce Marin Seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Township Treasurer reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the month of October, 2019 and 
November, 2019 as presented for the Board of Supervisor’s further review.  The Treasurer’s 
Report for the month of October, 2019 indicated $1,030,525 total Township General Funds for 
the period; $564.706.17 total Township Additional Funds for the period; for a total of 
$1,595,230.66 in Total Account Funds for the period.  The Treasurer’s Report for the month of 
November, 2019 indicated $1,148,193.55 total Township General Funds for the period; 
$508,234.39 total Township Additional Funds for the period; for a total of $1,656,477.94 in 
Total Account Funds for the period.  Township Treasurer also announced due to a formula error 
in the worksheet for September 2019, the pre-approved “Total Account Fund” for September 
2019’s Treasurer’s Report in the amount of $2,417.351.06 is incorrect.  The correct “Total 
Account Funds for September 2019” is $2,171,536.78. 

Randy Sicher made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for October, 2019, and 
November, 2019 as presented, subject to further audit.  Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All 
in favor.  



Approve Advertisement of Proposed 2020 Township Budget for Public Review 
Randy Sicher made a motion accepting the Notice of Proposed 2020 Township Budget for 
public review for advertisement.  Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

Approve Advertisement for Township to hold a Special Seating on Monday, December 30, 
2019 
Randy Sicher made a motion to advertise a special meeting on Monday, December 30, 2019 at 
7:00 pm to consider the adoption and vote upon the enactment of the proposed 2020 budget 
and 2020 Tax Resolution.  Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

Revision of September 2019 Treasurer’s Report 
Randy Sicher made a motion to revise the September 2019 Treasurer’s Report, subject to 
further audit.  Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chairman Sacks announced the Township Office will be closed in observance of the Holidays 
beginning December 23, 2019 and will re-open January 2, 2020. 

Township Treasurer McPike presented the Board with a request stating; “I am asking for you to 
acknowledge the waiver for an interim audit that usually is performed when a previous 
Treasurer leaves the Township and a new Treasurer takes over the position.  I am asking for you 
to acknowledge and release me of any and all possible financial liability performed by the 
previous Treasurer from January 1, 2019 to October 15, 2019, and acknowledge my 
responsibility for all financial transactions performed by me effective my start date of October 
16, 2019 as the new Township Treasure.”  Joyce Marin made a motion to acknowledge the 
request.  Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Resident Rosemary Lamaestra ask about the meeting of February 14, 2019 regarding the 
approval of the minutes.  Chairman Sacks advised that was a Special Meeting concerning the 
Topton Ambulance. 

Ms. Lamaestra also ask about getting copies of the proposed 2020 Township Budget.  The 
Board advised she would have to come into the office to see them.  The Board was not at 
liberty to make copies at this time.  

Resident Thomas Donio voiced a complaint and presented a letter dated December 10, 2019 
concerning poor condition on Gap Road and the issue of the roadside swale and drain pipe, 
designed to control water runoff at his driveway.  Chairman Sacks stated he would get back 
with Roadmaster Scott Miller and take another look.  Township Engineer Jill Smith stated the 
drain pipe was allowed to fill in over five years ago and the only possible solution was to have 



other drive ways in area paved.  Chairman Sacks again, stated he would follow-up with 
Roadmaster Miller.  

Resident Mark Hilbert asked about the parking lot expansion of East Penn at the location across  

Chairman Sacks on behalf of the Township expressed his appreciation to Randy Sicher for his 6 
years of service as Township Supervisor and for all of his support.   

ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
Township Engineer Jill Smith with Hanover Engineering presented a letter of request from East 
Penn Mfg. Co. to the Township Planning Commission requesting an extension to and including 
April 30, 2020 regarding trailer parking expansion at their Longswamp facility.  For now, East 
Penn has elected to only do ‘Beautification and Drainage’.  Joyce Marin made a motion to 
accept the time extension with the understanding that if new plans are not presented before 
the end of the extension, a new extension will not be granted. Randy Sicher seconded the 
motion.  All in favor.  

Ms. Smith gave reports regarding (1) Topton Sanitary Sewer Project (lines) along Woodside 
Street and Freehold Street; (2) Fairchild Street; (3) Stone Road, and; (4) Tower Avenue.  

Steve Wyka advised he has been approached by Troy Fairchild of the Longswamp Historical 
Society concerning a 9 year lease for the Mertztown Train Station and permits for it being 
moved.  Ms. Smith stated she could work on the permitting for it being moved.  Chairman Sacks 
stated the Township Solicitor could work in on the lease agreement.  Chairman Sacks made a 
motion for the Township Solicitor to put together a 99 year lease with the Longswamp 
Historical Society and the Township concerning the Mertztown Train Station.  Joyce Marin 
seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

SEO REPORT 
Chairman Sacks stated deadline for cycle 1 pumping is the end of the year.  

As reported by LTL Consultants, for November, 2019, there were 5 sewage permits issued, 1 
septic system being installed, 1 final inspection completed, and 4 locations of soil testing and 
miscellaneous activities. 

Regarding Zoning and Code Enforcement, there were 6 permits processed, 18 building 
inspections of which 8 were final inspections. In addition, there were 2 zoning issues.  

ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 
LTL Consultants, Ltd. Report for December, 2019;  
Chairman Marin reviewed details of the provided by in the Zoning and Codes Enforcement 
Report for December, 2019.  It was noted 7 permits processed; 11 building inspections; 3 



zoning issues; 1 sewage permit issued; 1 septic system being installed; 1 final inspection 
completed; and 5 soil testing and miscellaneous activities .  Report made available to public at 
end of meeting. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Solicitor Chris Hoffman advised the Shamrock Income Surveys went out Friday, December 6, 
2019.  Solicitor also stated they must have at least a 90% response rate. 

Solicitor Chris Hoffman presented the Public Sewer Agreement, dated December 10, 2019 
between Longswamp Township and Topton Borough Authority for approval.  Randy Sicher 
made a motion to approve the Public Sewer Agreement, dated December 10, 2019 between 
Longswamp Township and Topton Borough Authority.  Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in 
favor.  

Joyce Marin again ask for the Solicitor to provide a spreadsheet concerning all grants and status 
regarding the Act537 issues.  

RECREATION REPORT 
Chairman Sacks expressed his appreciation to all the Park and Recreation Committee for their 
assistance with the Christmas Tree Lighting.  Chairman Sacks also voiced appreciation to the 
Brandywine High School students who were singing and to the Topton Fire Company for 
assisting Santa’s grand entry.  

The next meeting of the Park and Recreation Committee will be December 17, 2019 at 7:00 pm. 

Steve Wyka advised he had been contacted by Representative Ryan Mackenzie’s office 
concerning our participation in a 2020 Fish Rodeo.  Mr. Wyka told them we already have one 
but if they want to have a second and fund it, we will be willing to assist with our facilities.  
Randy Sicher made a motion that our facilities can be used for the additional Fish Rodeo.  Joyce 
Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

Steve Wyka also reported the 020 Puzzle Tournament will be held the 3rd Friday of January, 
February, and March, 2020.  

ROADMASTER’S REPORT 
Reports for June through and including November were presented.  

OLD BUSINESS 
None 

 



NEW BUSINESS 
Approve 2020 Township Meetings Schedule and 2020 Holiday/Office Closing Schedule for 
Advertising 
Randy Sicher made a motion approving the 2020 Township Meetings Schedule and 
Holiday/Office Closings Schedule for advertising as presented.  Joyce Marin seconded the 
motion.  All in favor.  

Name Temporary Township Chairman and Secretary for 2020 Re-Organization Meeting 
Randy Sicher made a motion appointing Joyce Marin to be the Temporary Chairman and 
Jennifer Wassell-Bonser to be the Temporary Secretary for the 2020 Re-Organization Meeting.  
Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

APPROVAL OF BILLS  
Randy Sicher made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $163, 577.51 and 
transfers totaling $31,797.14 for the period of November 11, 2019 to December 10, 2019.  
Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

Vote:  Randy Sicher, Yes; Joyce Marin, Yes; Mike Sacks, Yes 

ADJOURNMENT 
Randy Sicher made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 pm.  Joyce Marin seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Donald Hickman, Supervisor 

 

 
 

 

 
 


