
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

NOVEMBER 11, 2014 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted. 
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Steve Wyka, Chairman; Michael Sacks, Vice Chairman; Randy Sicher, 
Supervisor; Jill Smith, representing the Engineer; Sean Summers, Esquire, representing the 
Solicitor; David Fatzinger, Treasurer; and Jennifer Wassell-Bonser, Secretary.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Steve Wyka called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and announced the reading of  
the minutes of the regular meeting of October 14, 2014 would not take place.  Draft copies of 
those minutes were available in the Meeting Hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Mike Sacks made a motion approving the Minutes of the regular meeting of October 14, 2014  
as presented; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Township Treasurer reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the month of October, 2014 as 
presented for the Board of Supervisor’s further review.  The Treasurer’s Report for the month  
of October, 2014 indicated $730,435.64 total Township General Funds for the period, 
$768,252.74 total Township Additional Funds for the period, for a total of $1,498,688.38  
in Total Account Funds for the period. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion accepting the Treasurer’s Report for the month of October, 2014 
subject to further audit; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Acknowledgements Received for Township Donations 
The Township Treasurer acknowledged various agencies who notified the Township Office  
of their appreciation for receipt of donations made to their organizations by the Township. 
 
Approve Advertisement of Proposed 2015 Township Budget for Public Review 
Mike Sacks made a motion accepting the Notice of Proposed 2015 Township Budget for  
public review for advertisement; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Establish 2016 Budget Workshop Dates 
Mike Sacks made a motion approving the dates for advertising the 2016 Budget Workshops  
to be scheduled to be held on Tuesday, October 27, 2015 and Thursday, November 5, 2015 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Township Meeting Room of the Municipal Building; Randy Sicher seconded  
the motion.  All in favor. 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chairman Wyka announced the 2015 Budget Meeting Workshops were held in the Township 
Municipal Building Meeting Room on Tuesday, October 28 and Thursday, November 6, 2014  
at 6:30 p.m. as previously advertised. 
 
Chairman Wyka also announced the Township Office will be closed on Thursday, November 27 
and Friday, November 28, 2014 in observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday. 
 
Chairman Wyka announced an Executive Session of the Board of Supervisors was held on 
Thursday, November 6, 2014 from approximately 7:15 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. to discuss personnel 
issues. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None at this time. 
 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 
Curtis Morton Minor Subdivision Plan – Time Extension 
Mike Sacks made a motion accepting the time extension for the Curtis Morton Minor 
Subdivision Plan to March 3, 2015, as requested by the Developer; Randy Sicher seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
Walnut Drive Truck Restriction 
The Township Engineer informed the Board that Hanover Engineering has reviewed the concern 
of excessive tractor trailer traffic in the residential area of Walnut Drive.  Jill Smith explained  
the area does warrant “No Trucks – Local Delivery Restriction” signage if the Board wishes to 
consider posting signage.  Jill noted a portion of Walnut Drive lies within Maxatawny Township 
which would require Maxatawny’s approval for signage as well. 
 
The Board agreed that no further measures would be taken at this time, since East Penn 
Manufacturing has been made aware of the situation and has been cooperative in providing 
notification to their drivers. 
 
Walker and Benfield Roads 
The Township Engineer informed the Board about potential safety concerns at the intersection  
of Walker and Benfield Roads recently brought to her attention by Township Road Foreman, 
Scott Miller.  Jill Smith explained the School District and/or their Bus Company contacted  
Scott Miller regarding stop control concerns in the area of the y-intersection due to a new school 
bus stop in the vicinity of the intersection.  Jill stated it is Hanover Engineering’s opinion that 
additional and/or revised stop control signs may be warranted at the intersection, but noted 
further research would need to be conducted prior to a formal recommendation for the Board’s 
consideration. 
 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing the Township Engineer to further review the area at 
Walker and Benfield Roads for the Board’s consideration at the next Board of Supervisors 
Meeting; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 



SEO REPORT 
Chairman Wyka provided a general reminder for the good of the record that Cycle 3 of the 
Sewage Management Program is in effect at this time.   
 
LTL Consultants, Ltd. Report for Month of October, 2014 
Chairman Wyka reviewed the activities as noted in the Sewage Enforcement Officer’s Report  
for the month of October, 2014. 
 
ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 
LTL Consultants, Ltd. Report for September 29, 2014 to October 27, 2014 
Chairman Wyka reviewed the activities as noted in the Zoning and Codes Enforcement Report 
for the period of September 29, 2014 to October 27, 2014. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Agricultural Area Security District  
The Township Solicitor noted that no new Ag Security Proposals were submitted to date for 
inclusion in the Agricultural Security Area during the open enrollment period.  Sean Summers 
confirmed no Agricultural Security Applications will be processed this year and the district is 
now closed for 2014. 
 
Service Electric Cable T.V., Inc. Franchise Fee Payments Agreement 
The Township Solicitor informed the Board of Supervisors that their office is awaiting a 
response from Service Electric Cable T.V., Inc. relative to the Township’s inquiry regarding  
an Agreement between the Township and Service Electric for franchise fee payments. 
 
Hunsicker’s Grove Ordinance 
The Township Solicitor explained the County and Township Solicitor’s Offices are in the 
process of finalizing the terms and stipulations of the agreements for execution for acquisition  
of Hunsicker’s Grove Park. 
 
Appeal of DEP Approval of Fredericksville Farms Planning Module 
This item was inadvertently skipped. 
 
RECREATION REPORT 
Chairman/Park and Recreation Director, Steve Wyka announced the November Park & 
Recreation Commission Meeting is scheduled to be held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 18, 
2014 in the upstairs Meeting Room of the Township Municipal Building.  Steve also announced 
the Annual Township Open House and Tree Lighting Ceremony is scheduled to be held on 
Friday, December 5, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.   
 
ROADMASTER REPORT 
None at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OLD BUSINESS 
Shamrock Lane Parking Issues  
The Board of Supervisors discussed an on-going issue regarding a private alley in the Shamrock 
area of the Township.  Chairman Wyka reiterated that the Township does not maintain private 
lanes and noted the Fire Marshall has reported the blocking of the lanes by property owners is 
immaterial since emergency vehicles cannot use the private lane for access to the area due to 
overgrown vegetation and the generally poor and unpassable condition of the private lane.  Steve 
explained the issue has been reviewed several times by the Township and it remains a private 
matter between property owners.  Steve further explained the Township can consider taking 
ownership of the lane by condemnation proceedings and construct a public Township road, but 
the Township is not willing to undertake the expense.  The Township Solicitor further clarified 
that since private lanes are not the Township’s responsibility, rather a private civil matter 
between property owners, the issue may necessitate legal or police assistance.  The Board 
concluded by stating the issue remains a private civil matter and requested the property owners 
to address and resolve the issue in a neighborly fashion. 
 

Property owners also expressed their concerns regarding a concrete barrier that was previously 
erected on the tract of land containing “Railroad Lane”, also considered a private access, which 
is prohibiting access to/from the southern end of the private lane.  The Township Engineer noted 
a permit was applied for by the property owner for the placement of the barrier and the Township 
Zoning Officer issued the permit in compliance with Township Ordinance requirements, as 
previously discussed at the time the permit was originally issued approximately three years ago.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Act 537 Plan Update 
Chairman Wyka informed the audience in attendance that the Township received notification 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection on October 27, 2014 regarding  
the Township’s Act 537 Plan submission.  Steve stated there were technical deficiencies noted 
by DEP in the letter.  Steve noted the Township is in the process of scheduling a meeting with 
DEP in order to review and discuss their comments and concerns regarding the plan. 
 

Resolution Appointing Voting Delegate Representatives to Berks TCC 
Mike Sacks made a motion adopting Resolution No. 2014-18, Appointing Rosemary Lamaestra, 
Primary Voting Delegate Representative and Michael Sacks, Alternate Voting Delegate 
Representative to the Berks County Tax Collection Committee; Randy Sicher seconded the 
motion.  All in favor.  
 
County of Berks GIS Data Sharing Agreement 
Mike Sacks made a motion to approve the execution of the GIS Data Sharing Agreement 
between the Township and the County of Berks; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in 
favor. 
 
Animal Rescue League of Berks County Agreement and Donation 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing the execution of a one-year Municipal Contract 
Agreement between the Township and the Animal Rescue League of Berks County, Inc. for 
providing services and shelter to stray, abused or injured animals; Randy Sicher seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 



Longswamp Township Sign 
Mike Sacks made a motion authorizing repair to the Longswamp Township sign at the entry  
of the Municipal Parking Lot; Randy Sicher seconded the motion; All in favor. 
 

APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Mike Sacks made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $70,361.40 and 
transfers totaling $28,968.71 for the period of October 15, 2014 through November 11, 2014; 
Randy Sicher seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 

Vote:  Mike Sacks, Yes; Steve Wyka, Yes; Randy Sicher, Yes 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mike Sacks made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m.; Randy Sicher seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 

        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 
        Township Secretary 


