
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

OCTOBER 8, 2019 

 

The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 

Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 

Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted. 

 

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL 

Officials Present:  Michael Sacks, Chairman; Joyce Marin, Supervisor; Jill Smith, representing 

the Engineer; Chris Hoffman, representing the Solicitor; Steve Wyka, Operations Administrator. 

Vice Chairman, Randy Sicher and Secretary/Administrator, Jennifer Wassell-Bonser were absent 

from the meeting.  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Mike Sacks called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

Chairman Sacks announced approval of the Minutes of the regular meeting of August 13, 2019 

and September 10, 2019 would not take place since copies were not available for review due to 

the Township Secretary’s absence. 

 

APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 

Chairman Sacks announced the Treasurer’s Report for the month of September, 2019 has not 

been provided for review due to the Township Treasurer’s retirement.  Chairman Sacks noted the 

Township has advertised for Township Treasurer position, they have received applications, and 

will be scheduling interviews with candidates. 

 

Chairman Sacks announced the Year-Ending 2018 Township Auditor Financial Audit 

Engagement Letter/Agreement for Tax Collector’s Audit has not been provided for the Board’s 

review and approval and, therefore, is tabled until the next meeting. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chairman Sacks announced the Board of Supervisors held an Executive Session with 

representatives from the Borough of Topton prior to the meeting from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

regarding the Topton Ambulance Service. 

 

Chairman Sacks announced the Board of Supervisors also held an Executive Session on 

September 10, 2019 from 8:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. to discuss the Topton Ambulance Service and 

then from 8:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. to discuss the Township Treasurer’s position. 

 

Chairman Sacks announced the Board of Supervisors also held an Executive Session on 

September 24, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., with Supervisors Mike Sacks and Joyce Marin 

in attendance, to discuss the Township Treasurer’s position. 

 



Chairman Sacks announced the 2020 Budget Workshops scheduled to be held on Tuesday, 

October 22, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. and Thursday, November 7, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Township 

Meeting Room may have to be rescheduled if a draft budget is not yet available due to the 

Treasurer’s retirement and the Township currently looking to fill the position. 
 

Chairman Sacks announced the Township Office will be closed on Monday, October 14, 2019 in 

observance of the Columbus Day Holiday. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mr. Mark Hilbert questioned why the estimated cost of $9.5 million for the proposed 

community on-lot disposal system (COLDS) to service 130 users (90 properties in the Atlas area 

and 40 properties in the Hunsicker area) was not included in the minutes for the Public Meeting 

that was held to discuss the project.  Mr. Hilbert noted that estimated costs are included in the 

Township’s approved Act 537 Plan but expressed his concern that information is not being 

relayed to the residents.  Mr. Hilbert requested that the estimated cost of $9.5 million for the 

COLDS be included in the meeting minutes.  Additional discussion occurred regarding the  

Act 537 Plan and proposed costs. The Supervisors explained costs are still estimated costs and 

the Township is looking into grants and other ways to finance the project(s).  
 

Chairman Sacks noted he has met with State Representatives Bob Mensch and Ryan MacKenzie 

to discuss the Act 537 Plan and the financial issues the Township is currently facing in order to 

implement the Plan.  It was noted the Township Solicitor has applied for various grants to help 

subsidize the project costs but, to date, the Township not been successful in obtaining any grant 

money.  Chairman Sacks said the State Representatives requested a list of the grants the 

Township has applied for and the status of each grant.  Chairman Sacks requested the Township 

Solicitor provide the requested information for the Township’s review and forwarding to the 

State Representatives Office. 
 

Ms. Rose Lamaestra questioned the status of the Topton Ambulance Service and the outcome 

of the discussions the Township has had with Topton Borough.  Chairman Sacks noted Topton 

Borough is considering a joint solution with the Township.  A question was raised regarding the 

status of the audit.  Josh Sheetz, President of the Board for the Topton Ambulance Service, 

explained the audit was started in the beginning of the summer but had to be withdrawn for 

reasons beyond their control.  Another company is now completing the audit dating back to 2011. 

Rose Lamaestra questioned how the audit is being paid for.  Mr. Sheetz noted they are using 

donation money from the Borough. 
 

ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

East Penn Manufacturing 

Township Engineer, Jill Smith, noted there were no items to report from the Township Planning 

Commission, since the October meeting was canceled after East Penn Manufacturing requested 

their parking lot expansion project be tabled.  Jill informed the Board the Project Engineer has 

indicated East Penn Manufacturing is evaluating whether they will be moving forward with the 

project at this time.  Jill noted she was told they intend to make decision on the project prior to 

the November Planning Commission Meeting.  Jill also noted their current time extension 

expires December 31, 2019.  The project, therefore, will need to be addressed by the December 

meeting at the latest. 



Stormwater Concerns/Projects 

Chairman Sacks inquired about the stormwater concerns discussed at the previous meeting.   

Jill Smith noted it is her understanding the bank erosion on Dogwood Drive, in the vicinity of the 

First Energy/Met-Ed transmission line project, has been addressed by the Township Road Crew 

and property owner, Ben Hopko, with the bank being properly stabilized at this time. 

 

In addition, the Township Road Crew has completed grading improvements on Tower Road 

along the frontage of 3 Hidden Valley Road to help alleviate some of the concerns expressed by 

Jan Oleksiak on behalf of the Property Owner, Paula Wilson. 

 

Also, the Township Road Crew is continuing with site improvements at the driveway of  

301 Maryann Drive, including the repaving/regrading of the macadam swale across the front  

of the driveway to replace the cracked and broken pavement and to stabilize the eroded area.  

Jill noted the work was scheduled to be completed this fall but has not confirmed with Township 

Roadmaster, Scott Miller, whether it was completed yet or not. 

 

Jill Smith also noted her office is proceeding with the three (3) storm sewer projects previously 

discussed, which are the Stone Avenue storm sewer extension and road reconstruction project, 

the Fairchild Street storm sewer extension and repaving project, and the Tower Road and Home 

Road culvert replacement project.  Hanover Engineering will be preparing the plans and 

documents for the permits which will be required to complete each of the projects.  Intentions are 

to obtain the permits for work to be completed by the Township Road Crew in 2020.  

 

SEO REPORT 

Chairman Sacks noted Cycle 1 of the Sewage Management Program is in effect. 
 

LTL Consultants, Ltd. Report for September 2019  

Chairman Sacks reviewed the activities as noted in the Sewage Enforcement Officer’s Report for 

the month of September 2019. 
 

ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 

LTL Consultants, Ltd. Report for September 2019  

Chairman Sacks reviewed details of the activities as noted in the Zoning and Codes Enforcement 

Report for September 2019. 
 

362 Chestnut Street Well Application – Request for Waiver 

Chairman Sacks noted a waiver request has been received in conjunction with an application for 

a new well to be installed at 362 Chestnut Street.  Due to the small size of the lot, the property 

owners cannot replace their well and maintain the required 100-foot isolation distance from their 

existing on-lot sewage disposal system.  It was noted the Township Zoning Officer has reviewed 

the application and is recommending the Board grant the waiver due to the circumstances and the 

site constraints.  A discussion was held regarding DEP’s regulations regarding the isolation 

distance.  It was noted DEP does not regulate residential on-lot wells, such as this one, only on-

lot sewage disposal systems.  The required isolation distance for a new well from an existing on-

lot sewage disposal system is a Township requirement and, therefore, within the Board’s 

discretion to grant the waiver.  



 

Joyce Marin made a motion to grant the waiver for the required 100-foot isolation distance for 

the new well from the existing on-lot sewage disposal system and to have the Township Solicitor 

prepare the Waiver Agreement; Mike Sacks seconded the motion. All in favor. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

Request for Proposal - Audit Services 

Chris Hoffman announced Request for Proposals for the Township Audit Services was 

advertised by the Township and, to date, the Township has received one proposal.  Steve Wyka 

noted the deadline to submit proposals expired the previous Saturday.  

 

Joyce Marin made a motion to re-advertise to extend the deadline for submission of Proposals 

for Township Audit Services since only one proposal was received; Mike Sacks seconded the 

motion. All in favor. 

 

RECREATION REPORT 

Chairman Sacks announced the October Park & Recreation Commission Meeting will be held at 

7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 15, 2019, as previously advertised. 

 

Chairman Sacks announced Township Trick-Or-Treat Night will be observed on Thursday, 

October 31, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

 

Chairman Sacks announced the Township Pumpkin Hunt is scheduled to be held on Saturday, 

November 9, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.  

 

ROADMASTER REPORT 
None at this time. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Cyclists Bike Route Road Markings 

Chairman Sacks discussed the issue of cyclist bike route markings being spray painted on  

Township roadways without permission from the Township.  He noted different color markings 

and arrows are being painted on roadways, starting at the Valley Preferred Cycling Center 

(Lehigh Valley Velodrome) and continuing through Longswamp Township for various cycling 

events, with no provisions being made to remove or paint over the markings after the event is 

over.  Chairman Sacks requested a letter be written and sent to the Valley Preferred Cycling 

Center and/or their cycling clubs asking them to cease and desist marking the roadways in 

Longswamp Township.  It was also discussed the letter should include a reminder that the 

Township has an Ordinance requiring a Special Event Permit to be applied for and obtained prior 

to holding any Special Events within the Township, particularly those involving the use of 

Township roads.  

 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS 

Approve Safety Net Sanctuary 2020 Animal Control Services Agreement 

Joyce Marin made a motion to execute the Agreement between the Township and Safety Net 

Sanctuary for animal control services for the upcoming year of 2020; Mike Sacks seconded the 

motion.  All in favor. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS 

Bills were not provided for approval due to the retirement of the Township Treasurer. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Joyce Marin made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:49 p.m.; Mike Sacks seconded the 

motion.  All in favor. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Jill Lipovsky Smith,  

Township Engineer 

for 

Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 

        Township Secretary 


