
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

JANUARY 9, 2018 
 

The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 

Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 

Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted. 
 

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL 

Officials Present:  Michael Sacks, Chairman; Randy Sicher, Vice Chairman; Joyce Marin, 

Supervisor; Jill Smith, representing the Engineer; Jill Nagy, representing the Solicitor;  

David Fatzinger, Treasurer; and Jennifer Wassell-Bonser, Secretary. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Mike Sacks called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and announced the reading  

of the minutes of the regular meeting of November 14 and December, 12 2017, in addition  

to the January 3, 2018 Board of Auditors Re-Organization Meeting would not take place.  

Draft copies of the minutes were available in the Meeting Hall.   
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

Randy Sicher made a motion approving the Minutes of the regular meeting November 14, 2017 

as presented; Mike Sacks seconded the motion.  Joyce Marin abstained.  

 

Approval of the regular meeting, December 12, 2017 was tabled at this time. 

 

The Board of Supervisors also acknowledged the meeting minutes of January 3, 2018 of the 

Board of Auditors Re-Organization Meeting. 
 

APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Township Treasurer reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December, 2017  

as presented for the Board of Supervisor’s further review.  The Treasurer’s Report for the  

month of December, 2017 indicated $949,388.70 total Township General Funds for the period; 

$687,634.79 total Township Additional Funds for the period; for a total of $1,637,023.49 

in Total Account Funds for the period. 
 

Randy Sicher made a motion accepting the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December, 2017 

subject to further audit; Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Board of Supervisors held an Executive Session on January 2, 2018 relative to litigation and 

bargaining unit issues. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Chairman Sacks noted for the good of the record that the Township Employees approached him 

in order to clarify and confirm speculation that Steve Wyka was not a source of suggestion that 

led to the Staff’s decision of union representation. 



ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT 

Planning Commission 2017 Annual Report 

The Township Engineer reviewed the Planning Commission Annual Report and summary of 

activities for 2017 as presented. 

 

Planning Commission Proposed Bylaws 

The Board tabled this item in order for the Township Solicitor to review the proposed bylaws as 

presented by the Planning Commission.  The Chairman of the Planning Commission who was in 

attendance at the meeting stressed the importance of the Bylaws to the Commission. 

 

Tweed Minor Subdivision Final Plan 

The Township Engineer reviewed details related to Hanover’s review of a Final Plan submission 

for the Tweed Minor Subdivision.  Cynthia Smith, Horizon Engineering, also summarized the 

project and reviewed the schematics of the plan on behalf of the Tweeds. 

 

Jill Smith reviewed the waiver requests as outlined in Horizon Engineering’s letter dated  

January 2, 2018.  The waivers requested include:  SALDO Section 402.D.2.a, from the 

requirement to provide detailed contour information at 2-foot intervals obtained by topographic 

for the entire site; SALDO Section 402.D.2.b, from the requirement to provide steep slope 

mapping for the entire site; SALDO Section 402.D.2.d, from the requirement to wetland location 

for the entire site; SALDO Section 402.D.2.h, a partial waiver from performing a PNDI search 

for the entire property; SALDO Section 405, from the requirement of a wetland study for the 

entire property; and SALDO Section 619.B.1, from the required placement of monuments at all 

corners and angle points of boundaries of the original tract to be subdivided.  

 

Jill Smith stated that the Township Planning Commission has reviewed and recommended the 

Board grant the waivers requested in addition to granting Conditional Final Plan approval for the 

Tweed Minor Subdivision Plan. 

 

Joyce Marin made a motion granting the waivers requested as requested by the applicant and 

recommended by the Planning Commission for the Tweed Minor Subdivision as outlined in 

Horizon Engineering’s letter dated January 2, 2018; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in 

favor. 

 

Joyce Marin made a motion accepting for dedication, the Fairchild Street right-of-way offered in 

conjunction with the Tweed Minor Subdivision Plan; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in 

favor. 

 

Joyce Marin made a motion granting Conditional Final Plan approval for the Tweed Minor 

Subdivision, subject to addressing all comments in Hanover Engineering’s review letter dated 

December 28, 2017; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 

 

SEO REPORT 

Chairman Sacks informed the audience that the deadline for Cycle 3 of the Sewage Management 

Program is now in effect until December 31, 2018.   



LTL Consultants, Ltd. Report for December, 2017  

Chairman Sacks reviewed the activities as noted in the Sewage Enforcement Officer’s Report  

for the month of December, 2017.  
 

ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 

LTL Consultants, Ltd. Report for November 28, 2017 to December 31, 2017 

Chairman Sacks also reviewed the activities as noted in the Zoning and Codes Enforcement 

Report for the period of November 28, 2017 to December 31, 2017. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 

Special Events Ordinance 

The Township Solicitor provided the Board of Supervisors with a draft Special Events Ordinance 

for review and comment.  Jill Nagy reviewed details relative to the purpose and process of the 

Ordinance and answered questions related to fees, permitting, and rules and regulations as 

presented by the Board and audience in attendance.  Jill reviewed specific criteria which warrants 

a special event, specifying that admission would need to be charged to an event in order to fall 

within the parameters of the Ordinance.  Jill stated that the ordinance has been reviewed by the 

Codes Enforcement Officer and has been advertised as required for the Board’s consideration for 

adoption.   

 

The Board of Supervisors tabled adoption of the Special Ordinance at this time due to various 

concerns expressed by the audience relative to the definition of “Special Event”. 

 

An Executive Session of the Board of Supervisors was held from approximately 7:40 p.m. to 

7:50 p.m. 

 

RECREATION REPORT 

Chairman Sacks announced the January Park & Recreation Commission Meeting will be held at 

7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 16, 2018, as previously advertised. 

 

Jigsaw Puzzle Tournaments 

The Board of Supervisors approved continuation of the Jigsaw Puzzle Tournaments in response 

to a request made by Steve Wyka on behalf of the Park & Recreation Commission.  Steve 

confirmed that the puzzles have been purchased and he will organize the event accordingly. 

 

ROADMASTER REPORT 

North Park Avenue Tree Removal Cost 

A discussion was held regarding a recent safety issue involving a large tree overhang in the 

roadway at the intersection of North Park Avenue and Linden Street.  Steve Wyka explained 

details related to the emergency situation which ultimately required a road closure and traffic 

detour due to the deteriorating conditions in the area.  Steve explained that he and the Township 

Roadcrew needed to make an immediate decision and opted to cut down the tree.  Steve 

explained that the tree was situated in the corner of property owned by Mr. Tom Hyland in the 

vicinity of the intersection.  

 

 



Steve stated that the tree was compromised and fell into the roadway and unfortunately could not 

be saved.  Steve stated that the property owner was invoiced for the work undertaken by the 

Township Roadcrew, as well as a professional tree removal service.  The Township Treasurer 

stated it was his understanding that an agreement had been made between the Township and  

Mr. Hyland that since the property owner was going to keep the wood, he would then be invoiced 

accordingly. 

 

Further discussion was held regarding the circumstances surrounding the situation.  Mr. Hyland 

addressed the Board of Supervisors, contesting the invoice for $1,600.00, stating that he was 

willing to save the tree and remedy the situation.  Mr. Hyland requested the Board’s 

consideration to waive the tree removal cost. 

 

Joyce Marin made a motion to waive the costs involved for the tree removal on North Park 

Avenue; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Public Works Administrator Appointment 

Randy Sicher made a motion appointing Mike Sacks as the Public Works Administrator;  

Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Randy Sicher made a motion approving the 2018 wages of the Township Staff as previously 

budgeted retroactive to January 2, 2018; Joyce Marin seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Auditor Appointment 

Steve Wyka informed the Board that it was brought to his attention earlier in the day by the 

Chairman of the Township Auditors, Jeffrey Mills, that the Secretary of the Township Auditors, 

Mark Story, requested him to indicate that the Meeting of the Township Auditors never took 

place.  Steve expressed his concerns that indicating a publicly-advertised meeting never took may 

constitute fraudulent action by the Secretary of the Township Auditors.  Steve stated that the 

Chairman of the Auditors would be contacting the powers that be to determine if there was any 

breach of conduct.  The Board of Supervisors directed the Township Staff to assist the Chairman 

of the Auditors as necessary. 

 

The Township Solicitor followed up by reviewing details relative to the Auditor appointment.  

Jill Nagy informed the Board that the write-in for Elected Auditor did not certify himself and  

he was not interested in the six-year elected Auditor position.  Jill stated the Board would be 

required to appoint someone to the six-year elected position.  Jill Nagy also explained that an 

appointed Auditor cannot hold any other appointed position with the Township.  Jill stated that  

in the event Secretary of the Board of Auditors, Mark Story, wishes to be appointed as the 

Township Zoning Hearing Board Alternate, then he must submit his resignation from the 

appointed Auditor position in writing.  Jill confirmed that the Zoning Hearing Board Alternate 

position is also now void.  Jill also confirmed that the Board has no obligation to fill the vacant 

Auditor position at this time and that the Township Auditors can re-convene if necessary,  

but otherwise their due diligence is complete for this year. 



Joyce Marin made a motion accepting the resignation of Mark Story as an Appointed Township 

Auditor; Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

 

The Township Solicitor concluded by stating there are two open Township Auditor positions at 

this time. 

 

Appoint Zoning Hearing Board Alternate 

Joyce Marin made a motion appointing Mark Story as the Zoning Hearing Board Alternate; 

Randy Sicher seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

 

APPROVAL OF BILLS 

Mike Sacks made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $149,078.34 

and transfers totaling $42,608.22 for the period of December 13, 2017 through January 9, 2018; 

Randy Sicher seconded that motion.  All in favor. 
 

Vote:  Joyce Marin; Yes; Randy Sicher, Yes; Mike Sacks, Yes 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mike Sacks made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m.; Randy Sicher seconded the 

motion.  All in favor. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

 

Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 

        Township Secretary 


