
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING 

JANUARY 10, 2012 
 
The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the 
Longswamp Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, 
Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted.   
 
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL 
Officials Present:  Michael Sacks, Chairman; Maryann Lantz, Vice Chairman; Steven Wyka, 
Supervisor; Jill Nagy, Esquire, representing the Solicitor; David Fatzinger, Treasurer; and 
Jennifer Wassell-Bonser, Secretary.  Jill Smith, representing the Engineer was absent from the 
meeting. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Michael Sacks called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and announced the reading  
of the minutes of the regular meeting of December 13, 2011 in addition to the minutes of the 
2012 Re-Organization Meeting of January 3, 2012 were not available at this time. 
 
Michael Sacks thanked both Maryann Lantz and Steve Wyka for their support and for the 
appointment as the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
None at this time. 
 
APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Board of Supervisors reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December, 2011 as 
presented. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion accepting the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December, 2011 
subject to further review; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approval/Adoption of Tax Resolution for 2012 
Steve Wyka made a motion approving the adoption of Resolution No. 2012-5, Fixing the Rate  
of Tax for the Year 2012; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approve Year-Ending 2011 Township Auditor Engagement Letter/Agreement   
Steve Wyka made a motion approving the acceptance of the proposed engagement letter 
agreement for the year ending December 31, 2011 at a quoted price of $7,900.00 with the 
Township Auditors, Long and Barrell; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Chairman Sacks announced that representatives of the Brandywine Heights Area School District 
would be providing an update on the 2013 budget planning process for the 2012-2013 school 
year upon adjournment of the Board of Supervisors Meeting. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 



Pastor David Werley addressed the Board of Supervisors and provided background history  
as related to his personal goals as a Township resident.  Pastor Werley outlined details that  
his intentions to subdivide property he owns while living in the Township have been 
unsuccessful and resulted in the sale of the property.  Pastor Werley expressed his opinions  
as related to the subdivision process including costs associated with fees incurred from the 
Township.  Pastor Werley acknowledged the municipal lien on the property and stated it is  
his anticipation that the lien will be satisfied as part of the settlement which is scheduled for 
January 31, 2011.  Pastor Werley requested a waiver of the interest fees portion accrued on the 
debt he owes to the Township, in addition to requesting the Board’s help in correcting a notation 
on the Deed of the property noting “not for residential use”.  The Township Solicitor confirmed  
that she will research the Deed notation with the Township Zoning Officer in order to help 
resolve the Deed issue and will also confirm the amount owed to the Township by Pastor Werley 
for the Board’s consideration to waive any interest fees owed. 
 
Supervisor Steve Wyka addressed Pastor Werley and explained the Board’s responsibility and 
obligation of due diligence as related to incurring costs of each individual who wishes to 
subdivide property which cannot be passed onto the Taxpayers of the Township, and the need to 
ensure compliance with the requirements of the Township Subdivision and Land Development 
process and Ordinances. 
 
The Board of Supervisors thanked Pastor Werley for expressing his views and concerns and 
wished him well. 
 
ENGINEERING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT  
Resolution, Establishing Escrow Accounts for Onlot Sewage Disposal System Permit 
Applications and Fees Related to Soil Evaluation During Subdivision and Land 
Development Planning for Onlot Sewage Disposal Systems 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing adoption of Resolution No. 2012-3, Establishing Escrow 
Accounts for Onlot Sewage Disposal System Permit Application and Establishing Fees Related 
to Soil Evaluation During Subdivision and Land Development Planning for Onlot Sewage 
Disposal Systems; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT 
LTL Consultants, Ltd. Report for November 30, 2011 to December 22, 2011 
Chairman Sacks reviewed the activities as noted in the Zoning and Codes Enforcement Report 
for the period of November 30, 2011 to December 22, 2011. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
Water Conservation/Well Ordinance 
The Township Solicitor explained details of a previous water study undertaken by the Township 
which determined it is in the best interest of the Township to protect and conserve existing 
groundwater within the Township and provide regulations to manage groundwater resources 
appropriately.  Jill Nagy explained since water is a limited resource, the Township could 
potentially not have enough water for unplanned growth or use of water outside of the Township,  
 
 
including sale of water sources outside of the Township.  Jill reviewed details of the  
Water Conservation/Well Ordinance which provides provisions for water conservation by 



providing permit and application requirements, construction regulations, in addition to water 
usage requirements for private, commercial and community wells within the Township.  Jill also 
reviewed applicable exclusions, restrictions, applicable agreements, planning and operations 
procedures which supports the Water Conservation/Well Ordinance in conjunction with 
associated costs which would need to be established via Resolution.  Jill Nagy provided the 
Water Conservation/Well Ordinance for the Board’s review and consideration for adoption as 
advertised.  Chairman Sacks suggested a revision be made to Section 1.C of the Ordinance 
noting water supply wells servicing not more than ten residential dwelling units to eleven 
residential dwelling units. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing the adoption of the Water Conservation/Well Ordinance 
establishing regulations to protect and conserve existing groundwater within the Township with 
an amendment revising Section 1.C to state water supply wells servicing not more than eleven 
residential dwelling units; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor.  
 
The Township Solicitor also reviewed details of the Resolution requiring the associated costs  
and escrow fees for well construction permit and operation licenses required to be paid to the 
Township by the Applicant. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing the adoption of the Resolution establishing a schedule of 
fees for the application of a well construction permit and operation license in order to cover 
zoning review fees, in addition to application reviews by the Township Engineer and Solicitor; 
Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Silbermann Land Use Appeal 
The Township Solicitor reviewed details of a land use appeal with the property owners of  
275 Centennial Road and stated permits have been issued and that the Zoning Officer is working 
with the property owners to reach an agreement to install a proper septic system. 
 
Steve Wyka made a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor to move forward with preparing 
the necessary agreements as required for the Silbermann’s in order to continue with installing the 
proper septic system in order to satisfy the land use appeal; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion. 
All in favor. 
 
Berks County Cell Tower Proposal 
The Township Solicitor reviewed details as related to Berks County’s communications tower 
proposal as received at the Township Office.  Jill Nagy stated she has reviewed the proposal and 
the Township Zoning Officer, the Township Engineer, and the Township Historical Society are 
also in the process of reviewing the proposal.  Jill explained that the County is requesting 
Township’s consideration of a land development waiver, as well as the County’s request for the 
Township to consider the tower a use-by-right.  Jill reviewed her concerns as related to variance 
waivers requested, the land use proposed, as well as the potential future use of co-location.   
Jill suggested the Board’s consideration of requiring Berks County to adhere to the cell tower 
requirements as included in the Zoning Ordinance, in addition to paying the fees incurred for  
the required inspections. 
Steve Wyka made a motion requiring Berks County to adhere to the Township Subdivision and 
Land Development procedure including payment of the required fees for a Conditional Use 
Hearing as required by the Zoning Ordinance for a Communication tower; Maryann Lantz 



seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Amusement Tax Ordinance 
The Township Solicitor reviewed the history of the amusement tax that the Township imposed 
in the past, which established rules and regulations for the Township to collect amusement tax 
fees.  Jill Nagy provided the Board with draft copies of the Amusement Tax Ordinance for their  
review for consideration of adoption at the Board of Supervisors Meeting scheduled to be  
held on February 14, 2012. 
 
Maryann Lantz made a motion authorizing the Township Solicitor to proceed with advertising 
the Amusement Tax Ordinance as proposed for adoption at the February 14, 2012 Board of 
Supervisors Meeting; Steve Wyka seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
State Street/Longswamp Road  
Chairman Sacks reviewed a concern raised by the property owner at the corner of State Street  
and Longswamp Road whose fence was recently destroyed by traffic turning at the intersection.  
The Township Solicitor suggested the Township Zoning Officer contact PennDOT Right-of-
Way to review the area in order to satisfy the property owner’s concerns. 
 
RECREATION REPORT 
Chairman Sacks announced the date of the January Park & Recreation Commission Meeting  
as scheduled for Tuesday, January 17, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the upstairs Conference Room of  
the Township Municipal Building. 
 
Chairman Sacks also announced there is a Jigsaw Puzzle Tournament scheduled for Friday,  
January 27, 2012 in the downstairs Meeting Room of the Township Building.  Mike added  
that the doors for the event will open at 6:30 p.m. with the tournament scheduled to begin at  
7:00 p.m.  
 
Cathy Strunk addressed the Board in order to inquire if there has been determination to 
increasing pavilion rental rates in addition to setting varying fees for residents versus non-
residents for pavilion rentals as well as for Summer Playground registration fees.  Maryann 
Lantz stated Mrs. Strunk’s questions would be reviewed at the upcoming Park & Recreation 
Meeting. 
 
ROADMASTER REPORT 
None at this time. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
None at this time. 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
EAC Request for Insurance Coverage to Host Off-Site Workshop 
The Board of Supervisors reviewed a request as received from the Township Environmental 



Advisory Council and explained that in order for the Council to host a workshop at an off-site 
location they are required to secure specific insurance in order to use the off-site facility.   
The Township Solicitor and Treasurer confirmed the Township insurance policy includes the 
coverage required. 
 
Request for Approval to Exonerate Tax Collector to Collect Taxes – Real Estate 2011 
($1,438.40) 
Chairman Sacks reviewed an exoneration request as received from the Township Tax Collector 
and questioned the details of the request.  The Township Solicitor reviewed details of the 
exoneration process stating that the Board’s determination is required in order to approve  
the request.  The Board agreed to research the details of the request and tabled approval of  
the Tax Collector’s request to be exonerated from collecting 2011 Real Estate Taxes totaling 
$1,438.40 until the next Board of Supervisors Meeting. 
 
Approve and Sign Employee(s) Comp Time Agreements for 2011 
The Board reviewed the Township Employees Over-time and Comp Time Agreements as 
submitted for the Board of Supervisors’ approval.  Steve Wyka made a motion approving the 
Township Employees Over-time and Comp Time Agreements; Maryann Lantz seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
Employee Request to Carryover 2011 Comp Time Hours into 2012 Vacation Hours 
Steve Wyka made a motion approving a request made by Township Employees to carryover 
accumulated 2011 comp time hours to be applied into 2012 vacation hours to be paid at 2011  
pay wages; Maryann Lantz seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
Approval for Annual PSATS Convention Attendance by Township Supervisors & Employees 
Maryann Lantz made a motion for approval for Township Supervisors and Employees to attend 
the annual PSATS Convention in Hershey, PA in April at a total approximate cost of $1,693.44 
which includes registration and hotel deposits for the Convention, as well as re-imbursement of 
travel time and expenses incurred for attendance and participation at the event; Steve Wyka 
seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Steve Wyka made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $79,265.43 for the 
period of December 14, 2011 through January 6, 2012; Maryann Lantz seconded that motion.  
All in favor. 
 
Vote:  Maryann Lantz, Yes; Mike Sacks, Yes; Steve Wyka, Yes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Sacks recommended cancelling the Board of Supervisors Meeting scheduled for  
January 24, 2012 and meeting again the second week of February, which is February 14, 2012 
at 7:00 p.m.  



 
Mike Sacks made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 p.m.; Steve Wyka seconded the 
motion.  All in favor. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
        Jennifer A. Wassell-Bonser 
        Township Secretary 


